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THE 


Hiftorical Regifter. 





NuMBER LV. 





W* will begin this Regifter with difcharging the 
Promife in our laft, of continuing the proceed- 
ings of the Britifh Parliament, which we were then 
obliged to break off for Want of Room. 


The Proceedings of the Second Seffion of the Seventh Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain, in the Second Year of the Reign 
of King George II, continu’d from Page 152 of the 
preceding Regifter, till their Rece/s, 


N Friday the 14th of March, Sir W.lliam Strickland 

having reported to the Commons the Opinion and 
Refolutions of a Committee, upon feveral Petitions of 
the Juftices of the Peace, and Gentlemen of the Wf 
and Eaft.Ridings of the County of York, a Bill was or- 
der’d to be brought in, for the better qualifying and 
regulating Attorneys and Solicitors, and Perfons pra- 
Gtifing as fuch. 

On Monday the 17th of March, Mr. Speaker having 
acquainted the Houfe, that the High Bailiff of W/?min 
fter had inform’d him, that feveral Footmen had, in the 
Court of Requefts, infulted the Conftables in waiting, 
for endeavouring to put in Execution the Orders of the 
Houfe, to prevent Gaiming. and other Diforders: A 
Committee was thereupon appointed, to confider of pro- 
per Methods for the more effectual preventing fuch 
Diforders for the future. 

On Thurfday the 20th, Mr. Oglethorpe, from the 
Committee «appointed to enquire into the State of the 
Gaols of this Kingdom, made a Report of fome Progrefs 
they had made, with the Refolutivu:.s of the Committee 
thereupon ; and he read the Report in his Place, and 
afterwards deliver’d the a (with two Appendixes) 
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in at the Table, where the Report was read 3 and the 
Refolutions of the Committee being feverally read a 
fecond Time, were agreed to by the Houfe, in Subftance, 
as follows, viz. , 

Refolved, Nemine contradicente, That Thomas Bambridge, 
the aéting Warden of the Prifon of the Fleet, hath wil- 
fully permitted feveral Debtors to the Crown in great 
Sums of Money, as well as Debtors to divers of his Ma- 
jefty’s Subjects, toefcape; hath been guilty of the moft 
notorious Breaches of his Truft, great Exrortions, and 
the higheft Crimes and Mifdemeanors in the Execution 
of his faid Office: And hath arbitrarily and unlawfully 
Joaded with Irons, put into Dungeons, and deftroy’d 
Prifoners for Debt, under his Charge, treating them in 
the moft barbarous and cruel Manner, in high Violation 
and Contempt of the Laws of this Kingdom. 

Refolved, Nemine contradicente, That Fohn Huggins, Efq; 
Jate Warden of the Prifom of the Fleet, did, during the 
Time of his Wardenfhip, wilfully permit many confi- 
derable Debtors in his Cuftody to efcape, and was noto- 
rioufly guilty of great Breaches of his Truft, Extortions, 
Cruelties, and other high Crimes and Mifdemeanours in 
the Execution of his faid Office, to the great Oppreffion 
and Ruin of many of the Subjeéts of this Kingdom, 

Refolved, That James Barnes, William Pindar, John 
Everett, and Thomas King, were Agents of, and Accom- 
plices with the faid Thomas Bambridge in the Commiflion 
of his faid Crimes. 

At the fame Time, upon a Motion made by Mr. Ogle- 
thorpe, by Dire&tion of the Committee, it was unani- 
moufly refclv’d toaddrefs his Majefty, that he would be 
gracioufly pleafed to: direct his Attorney-General forth- 
with to profecute, in,the moft effe€tual Manner, the faid 
Thomas Bambridge, ‘Fokn Huggins, James Barnes, William 
Pindar, John Everettand Thomas King, for their faid 
Crimes. It was alfo order’d, That the faid Bambridge, 
Huggins, Barnes, Pindar,..Everett, and King, be com- 
mitted clofe Prifoners to his Majefty’s Gaol: of Newgate. 
‘Then, upon Mr. Og'ethorpe’s Motions,. two Bills were 
order’d to be brought in, one to difable Thomas Bambridge 
to hold or execute the Office of Warden of the Prifon of 
the Ficet, or to have or exercife any Authority relating 
thereto ; the other, for better Regulating the Prifon of 
the Fleet, and for more effeétual preventing and punifh- 
ing arbitrary and illegal Prattices of the:-Warden of the 
faid Prifon. In the Jaft Place, the Commons order’d the 
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Report from the Committee, relating to the Fleet Prifon> 
to be printed ; which accordingly was printed, and is in 
Subftance as follows. 





N our laft Regifter we acquainted our Readers, That 

a Comunittee of the Honourable Houfe of Commons, 
appointed to enquire into the State of the Gaols of this 
Kingdom, had repaired feveral Times to the Ficet Prifon, 
to examine into the State of that Gaol ; and that the Ex- 
tortions and Barbarities committed in that Gaol, loudly 
call’d for a National Inquiry, Chaflifement, and Redrefs, 


will fully appear from the following genuine and au- 
thentick Account, viz, 


A fummary Authentick Account of the State of the Fleet 
Prifon. 


HE Fieet Prifon is an ancient Gaol, formerly ufed' 

for the Confinement of the Prifoners committed by 
the Council-Table, then callMl, The Court of the Star- 
chamber 3 which exercifing unlimited Authority, and 
infli@ing heavier Punifhments, than by any Law were 
warranted, was found, at laft, to be an intollerable 
Burden upon the Subjeét, and the Means to introduce a 
defpotick and arbitrary Government-; whereupon, all 
Jurifdi&ion and Authority exercifed in the faid Court, 
or by any the Judges, Officers, or Minifters thereof, 
were abfolutely diffolv’d and determin’d, by an A& 
made in the 16th Year of King Charles I. whereby. all 
Pretences of the Warden of the Fleet to take Fees from 
Archbifhops, Bifhops, Temporal Peers, and others of 
lower Degree, or to put them in Irons, or exaét Fees 
for not doing fo, were abolifh’d. 

After the ‘faid. A& took Place, the Fleet Prifon be- 
came a Gaol for Debtors, and for Contempts of the 
Courts of Chancery, Exchequer, and Common-Pleas only, 
and fell under the fame Regulations as other Gaols of 
this Kingdom. By an A& of the 22d and 22d of King 
Charles U1. the future Government of all Prifons was 
vefted in the Lords Chief Juftices, the Chief Barons, 
or any two of them; and the Juftices of the Peace in 
London, Middlefex, and Surrey; and the Judges for the 
feveral Circuits ; and the Juftices of the Peace for the 
Time being, in their feveral Precin&ts. Purfuant there- 
to, fevera] Orders and Regulations have been made, the 
laft of which was in Subflance as follows, viz. 

X 2 Serjeantse 
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Serjeants-Inn Hall, Trinity-Term, 1727. 


The Table of Fees, order’d by the Fudges to be paid by the 
Prifoners of the Fleet, to the Warden and his Agents, 
and to be hung up in the Hall of the faid Prifon. 


HEREAS feveral Matters in Controverfy be- 
tween the Prifoners and the Warden of the 
Fleet, were heard by the Right Honourable Sir Robert 
Eyre, Kt. Lord Chief Juftice of his Majefty’s Court of 
Common Pleas at Weftminfter, the Hon, Robert Price, Efg; 
Sir Francis Page, Kt. and Alexander Denton, Efq; Juttices 
of the faid Court, at Serjeants-Inn Hall in Chancery-lane, 
in Eafter-Term, in the 13th Year of the Reign of King 
George, Annog; Domint 1727: Upon which Hearing, the 
Lord Chief Juflice of the faid Court came to the fol- 
lowing Refolutions, viz. 

That there is due and ought to be paid toy 
the Warden of the Fleet, for every Commit-]| 1. s. d, 
ment-Fee, (exclufive of Commons) from all 
Perfons of the Degree of an Efquire, Gentle- > 2 4 4 
man, or Gentlewoman, or anv other Perfons 
under thofe Degrees, who fhall enter on the 
Matfter’s Side of the faid Prifon, 2/1. 4s. 44. J 

To the Warden, for every fuch Perfon, 9 
the Ufe of the Minifter of the faid Prifon, 2 s. 

To the Warden, for a Commitment-Fee i, 





o20 


every Prifoner in Wards, or Common-Side, 

not taking Part of the Poor’s Box, 1/. 6s. 4d. 
And every fuch Perfon ought to pay the 

Warden, for the Ufe of the Minifler of the $ @ 1 

faid Prifon, 1s. 

And every Prifoner taking Part of fs 
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Poors Box, ought to pay tothe Warden 7s, 4d. 
for his Commitment-Fee, and nothing for the 
Minifler. 

That there is due to the Warden for every 
Render in each Cafe 2/. 45. 4d. and nothing @ 2 
to the Minifter. 

To the Chamberlain as his Fee for sino 
fe) 


fe) 

074 

44% 

Prifoner’s Entrance into the Houfe 1s, and no 10 
“more, 


To 
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To the Warden for every Prifoner’s Dif- 
charge, either by Creditor or Superfedeas, as, 
a Fee for his Difmiflion out o! vrifon, with- ‘ 
out any Regard to the Number of ’ Caufes; 
wherewith he flands charged 7s. 64, and no\ 
more. 

To the Clerk of the Papers for every Dif- 
charge of every Aétion, 2s. 6d. 

And for the Copy of every Caufe, not * 
ceeding three, 1s. 

= for every Caufe exceeding three ale 

d. (befides the 15. a-piece for each of the 
firft three Caufes.) 


To the Clerk of the-Papers, for his Certifi- 
cate of the Prifoner’s Difcharge, deliver’d to 





076 


026 


the Prifoner himfelf, without any Regard to 
the Number of Caufes he ftood charged with, 
2s. 6d. and for his Certificate to the Warden 
for fuch Difcharge, 25. 64. 

To the Clerk of the Enquiries on the Dif- 
charge of a Prifoner by the Creditors, and not 
by Superfedeas, 25. 6d. 

To the Turnkey (who is now both Porter 
and Gaoler) for the Prifoner’s Entrance into 
the Houfe 2s. and for fuch Prifoner’s Dif- 
charge to the Turnkey, (being both Porter 
and Gaoler) 2s. 6d. 

To the Turnkey, for every Declaration mt 
liver’d to him for a Prifoner, 1s. 

That there is no Fee due to the Warden 3 
his accepting Security, on the Prifoner’s ha- 
ving the Benefit of Day-Rules. 

That there is no Fee due to the Warden for) 
Lodging and Chamber-Rent, where the Prifo. 
ner has not a€tual Poffeflion of the Chamber ; 
but there is due to the Warden for every Pri- >026 
foner or Prifoners, his or their Lodging e | 
Chamber-Rent, 25. 6d. per Week, fuch Lodg 
ing or Chamber being furnifhed. 

That there is due to the Minifler that per- 
forms Divine Service within the faid Prifon, 
from every Prifoner within or without the 
Walls, or within the Rules, four Pence per 
Week, to be paid to the Warden for the Ufe of 
fuch Minifter ; and that no fuch Minifter, or 
any other Clergyman, being a Prifoner within 

the 
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the Walls or Rules of the Fieet, do prefume to 
marry any Perfon without Licence, within 
the Prifon, or Rules. 

That there is no frei Commitment Fee due, 
to the Warden upon the Prifoner’s bringing 
himfelf back to the Fleet by Habeas Corpus, 
(when the Warden himfelf had remov'd him 
thence by Habeas Corpus) but there isa Fee of bo 11g 
5s. 4d. due to the Clerk of the Papers for the 
Allowance of every Writ of Habeas Corpus, 
and 4s. for the Return of the firft Caufe, and 
2s. for every other Caufe. J 

That when a Prifoner dies in the Fleet, the Warden 
fhall detain the Body no longer than till the Coroner’s 
Inqueft be finith’d, which fhall be done with all rea. 
fonable Speed 5 and immediately afterwards, the Body 
thal] be deliver’d to the Prifoner’s Friends or Relations, 
if they defire it, without Fee or Reward. 

That it is the Duty of the Warden, and belongs to 
him, to keep the Prifon-houfe and Windows in neceflary 
and good Repair, and to keep the Bog-houfe and Dung- 
hil as clean and free from Stench and Noifomnefs as pof- 
fible. 

That a Table of Gifts and Bequefts, made for the 
Benefit of the Prifoners of the Fleet, exprefling the par- 
ticular Purpofes for which the fame were given, be pre- 








pared by the Warden, and hung up in the Hall of the | 


faid Prifon. 

That the Ward-Gates be open’d at Five of the Clock 
in the Summer, and Seven of the Clock in the Winter, 
and do ftand conftantly open in the Day Time. 

That the faid Refolutions be obferv’d by the War- 
den and Prifoners, and all other Perfons therein con- 
cern’d, 

Robert Eyre, 
Robert Price, 
Francis Page, 
Alexander Denton. 


— of regarding or complying with this Regula- 
tion, it appears, that the late Wardens of the Fleet 
Frifon have exercifed an unwarrantable and arbitrary 
Power, not only in extorting exorbitant Fees, but in 
opprefing Prifoners for Debt, by loading them with 
Irons, worfe than if the Star-Chamber was ftill fubfitt- 
ing, and contrary to the Great Charter, the Foundation 
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of the Liberty of the Subjeét, and in Defiance thereof, 
as well as of other good Laws of this Kingdom. 

It appears by a Patent of the Third Year of Queen 
Elizabeth, recited in Letters Patents of the 19th of 
King Charles II. that the Fleet Prifon was called, The 
Queen’s Gaol of the Fleet ; and that certain Conflitutions 
were then eftablifh’d by Agreement between Richard 
Tyrrell, Warden, and the Prifoners, and a Table of Fees 
annexed ; in which, the Fees to be paid by an Archbi- 
fhop, Duke, Marquefs, Earl, or other Lord Spiritual 
or Temporal, are particularly mention’d, and the Fine 
afcertain’d which they are to pay for the Liberty of the 
Houfe and Irons; and that thefe Conftitutions and Or- 
ders were confirmed by the faid Letters Patent of King 
Charles 11, Which Letters Patent grant the Office of War- 
den of the Fleet, and of the Keeper of the Old Palace at 
Weftminfter, the Shops in Weftminfter-Hall, certain Tene- 
ments adjoining to the Fleet, and other Rents and Profits 
belonging to the Warden, to Sir “Yeremy Whichcot and his 
Heirs forever : And the faid Sir Zeremy rebuilt the faid 
Prifon at his own Expence, as a Confideration for the 
Grant thereof. But the faid Prifon, and the Cuftody of 
the Prifoners, being a Freehold, and falling by Defcent 
or Purchafe, into the Hands of Perfons incapable of 
executing the Office of Warden, was the Occafion of 
great Abufes, and frequent Complaints to Parliament, 
till at length, the Patent was fet afide ; and a Patent 
for Life was granted to Baldwyn Leighton, Efq; in confi- 
deration of his great Pains and Expences in fuiag the 
former Patentees to a Forfeiture ; and he foun dying, 
John Huggins, Efq; by giving 5000/7. to the late Lord 
Clarendon, did, by his Intereft, obtain a Grant of the 
faid Office, for his own and his Son’s Life. 

During the Time the faid Huggins poffeffed the faid 
Office of Warden of the Fleet, Thomas Periom, a Prifoner 
in that Prifon, charged with 40,0007. Debt, (the greateft 
Part thereof to the Crown) efcaped, having the Liberty of 
the Rules by Permiffion of the faid Huggins, for which 
Efcape Huggins pretends he hath obtained a Quietus ; and 
fince that Time, Fo/eph Vains, charged with 10,000/. 
Debt to the Crown, having like Liberty of the Rules. 
alfo efcaped. 

That Thomas Dumay made feveral Voyages to France, 
whilft a Prifoner in the Fleet, and there bought Wines, 
fome of which were deliver’d to the faid Huggins; and 
Dumay drew feveral Bills, whilft in France, to the Value 
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of 3201. on Richard Bifhop, one of the Tipftaffs of the 
faid Prifon, who paid 300/. and the faid Huggins paid 
the reft. By the punctual Payment of the faid Bills, 
Dumay acquir’d a Credit in France, and drew for a fur. 
ther Sum, and then return’d to England ; and when the 
Bills came for Payment, the faid Kichart Bishop refuted 
to accept them, and the Merchants, upon Dumay’s Re- 
turn, endeavouring to get the Money of him, who was 
the Drawer of the Bills, found him aPrifoner in the 
Rules, and had no Remedy. 

Mr. Huggins has own’d, that fo many Prifoners had 
efcaped during the Time he was Warden, that it was. 
impoffible to enumerate them, he having kept no Lift 
of the Perfons fo efcaped. By his own Confeffion, Oliver 
Reed made his Efcape when there was a great Funeral, 
and whilft the Doors were open he went off ; but after 
wards being retaken, the faid Huggins fent him toa 
Spunging-houfe, kept by Richard Corbett; one of the 
Tipftaffs belonging to the faid Prifon, where he was 
lock’d up, iron’d, and flapled down by his Order, tho 
not condemned: by any Court of Juftice. And in the 
Year 1725, one Mr. Arne an Upholder was carry.d into 
_ a Stable, which ftood where the ftrong Room on the 
Mafter’s Side now is, and was there confin’d (being a 
Place of cold Reftraint) till he dy’d 5 being in good State 
of Health before he was confined tothat Room. | , 

The faid Fokn Huggins growing in Years, and willing 
to retire from Bufinefs, and his Son not caring to take 
upon him fo troublefume an Office, he hath for, feveral 
Years been engaged in continual Negotiations about the 
Difpofal of the faid Office. and in Auguft 1728, con 
cluded a final Treaty with Thomas Bambridge and Dougal 
Cuthbert, Efqs. and for 5000l. to be paid unto him, 
obliged himfelf to furrender the faid Patent for him and 
his Son’s Life, and procure a new Patent for the faid 
Bambridge and Cuthbert 3 which Huggins did accordingly 
obtain, and Cuthdert paid in Money, or gave good Secu 
rity to pay.2500/. for one Moiety of the faid Office. of 
Warden, and Bambridzge gave Land and other Security, 
which the faid Huggins was then content with, for 2500) 
being the other Moiety of the faid Office. 

Upon Infpeftion and Examination on the Common 
Side of the Prifon, in three Wards, call’d the Upper 
Chappel, the Lower Chappel, and Fulius Cefar’s, ninty 
three Perfons were confin’d, who are obliged to lie upon 
the Floor, if they cannot furnith themfelves with Pog 

ing, 
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ding, or pay 1s. per Week to fuch Prifoner as is fo pro- 
vided. The Lion’s Den and Women’s Ward, which 
contain about eighteen Perfons, are very noifom, and 
in very ill Repair, There are feveral Rooms in the 
Chappel Stairs, for each of which, §/. a Year is now 
paid, but did formerly belong to the Common Side, and 
for which nothing was paid, until charged by Mr. Hug- 
gins at ‘37. a Year each. And on this Floor there are 
feveral Perfons who are uncertain what Chamber-Rent 
they are obliged to pay, and are at the Mercy of the 
Warden. In fome Rooms, Perfons who are fick of dif- 
ferent Diftempers, are obliged to lie together, or on the 
Floor: One in particular had the Small-Pox, and two 
Women were order’d to lie with her, and they pay 2s. 
10d. per Week each, for fuch Lodging. In all the 
Rooms, except very few, the Furniture is provided by 
the Prifoners, and thofe which are furnifh’d by the War- 
den, are extreamly bad. For tho” by the Regulation 
above mention’d, the Warden ought to furnifh all the 
Rooms, and in fuch Cafe the Prifoners to pay 2s. 6d. 
per Week for each Room fo furnifhed; there are now 
feveral Rooms, in each of which there are two, three, 
and four Beds; and in each Bed two, and fometimes 
three Perfons, who pay 2s. 10d. each per Week, for 
fuch Lodging. There are three Houfes adjoining and 
belonging to the Prifon, which are kept as Spunging 
Houfes, by Tenants to Mr. Bambridge, as Warden ; in 
one of which, kept by Cerbet, 26 Prifoners are confin’d. 
Many of thefe Prifoners pay 2s. a Day for the Ufe of 
a Room in this Houfe, and for Firing 1s. and the other 
Prifoners 1s. a Night for a Bed; but notwithftanding 
fuch Payments, they are obliged to lie two or more ir 
the fame Bed. The Sums paid by thefe 26 Prifoners, 
(two at 2s. per Day, and 24 at 15. for the Ufe of the 
Lodgings only, being in the whole 1/7. 8s.) amount 
yearly to 511 /. befides the Money paid for Firing at rs. 
a Day, by fuch as have any, and rs. a Day for their 
Board. Some of thefe Prifoners not being able to pay 
the 1s. a Day for eating, procured Neceffaries to drefs 
their own Meat ; but Cordet the Tipftaff, would not fuf- 
ferthem fo to do, and they are under the Necellity of 
being fupply’d by their Friends, or ftarve. 

Lieutenant Fenkin Ley/on (now a Prifoner with Corbet) 
paid the following Fees upon his being taken into Cutfto- 
dy, for one Aftion, vin. 
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To the Judge’s Clerk 
To the Phillizer 
To the Warden of the Fleet 
To Corbet the Tipftaff 
To ditto, for being taken into Cuftody — 
To the Turnkeys 











Several other Prifoners, paid the like Fees for every 
fingle Caption. And every Prifoner removed by Hadeas 
Corpus from one Place to another, pays to the Tipftaff 
45. 24, Every one brought out of the Country by Ha- 
beas Corpus, and committed in Court for want of Bail, 
135. 44. Every Prifoner cirry’d to Weftminfter-Hall by 
Habeas Corpus, in order to be charged in Execution, 
pays 10s. And every Prifoner pays at his Entrance 
into the Houfe of the Tipttaff 6s. towards a Bowl of 
Punch. 

By a Lift of 382 Prifoners as have the Liberty of the 
Rules and Precin&ts of the Fieet Prifon; with an Ac- 
count of what each Perfon hath paid to the Warden for 
fuch Liberty, it appears that the annual Gifts every 
Chrifimas, amount to near 2828/, 17s. 4d. Tho’ the 
Gratuity to the Warden for the Liberty of the Rules, is 
exaéted in Proportion to the Greatnefs of the Debt; 
and if all paid, that Account would be three Times the 
before mention’d Sum. Thefe Sums fo paid, appear to 
be very extraordinary Exations from the Prifoners, and 
are the more unreafonable, becaufe all Prifoners who 
have the Liberty of the Rules enter ‘into Bonds in very 
great Penalties, with fufficient Sureties, for not efcaping, 
the leaft of which Penalties are always double the Sums 
they ftand committed for. 

Every Prifoner who has the Liberty to go abroad in’ 
Term-Time, pays 5s. 6d. for each Day, and for the 
firft and laft Days of the Term 6s. which is faid to be 
divided in the following Manner, viz, 


To the Four Judges 3 d. each 
To the Secondary 
To the Warden 

To the Clerk of the Papers 
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More to the Clerk of the Papers the firft and?_ 6 
laft Day of the Term 7 * 





ee 


Total 6 o 


And in about two Years Time, one Gentleman paid 
30/. for obtaining Day-Rules. 

An A& having pafs’d in the 6th Year of the late 
King, for the Relief of Infolvent Debtors, Mr. Fyrche 
did thereupon declare, dn the Name of Mr. Hugzins, that 
unlefs every Prifoner within the Rules would give him 
two Guineas, they fhould not be lifted, in order to be 
difcharged in purfuance of that At, for that Hugzins 
would refufe to fwear them his Prifoners, as that A&t 
required, and would not fuffer his Deputy to do it; but 
a Lift was deliver’d of about 20 Prifoners then in the 
Rules, who were difcharged ; having given two Gui- 
neas each to Huggins, for inferting them in the Lift. 

Mr. Huggins on the 1ft, 2d, and 3d of March 1728, 
(fince the Committee was appointed) did exonerate or 
difcharge out of the Commitment-Books 119 Perfons, 
for feveral Sums, amounting to about 17099/. 65. 7d. 
He own’d that he has in his Cuftody 52 Difcharges more, 
which ought to have been long fince difcharged, and 
amount to very great Sums of Money. 

There are two Efcape-Warrants, one of which the 
Judge grants, the other the Warden ; that which the 
Jadge grants, carries the Prifoner to Newgate, there to 
remain during Life, unlefs the Debt be paid ; and that 
which the Warden grants, is on fome Information, or 
Pretence, that the Prifoner is out of the Rules, and fa 
remands him tothe Prifon. One ill Ufe which is made 
of keeping the Prifoners fo long on the Commitment- 
Book, is, That the Warden may at his Pieafure iffue his 
Efca pe-Warrant againft any fuch Perfon continu’d on the 
Commitment-Book, and carry him to the Spunging- 
houfe, or to the Prifon, and there detain him until he 
fqueezes from him all the Money that can pollibly be 
got. Another ill Ufe and Inconveniency is, That Per- 
fons who haye been feven Years, or more, out of the 
Rules, or out of the Prifon, (theirNames remaining in the 
Commitment-Book) return, after having contracted new 
Debts, and fo become Prifoners again fraudulently, to 
obtain the Benefit of the ufual A€éts for Relief of Infol- 
vent Dektors, ¥ 2 Since 
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Since Thomas Bambridge has afted as Warden, the 
Books belonging to the Office of the Warden have been 
very negligently kept, and the Difcharges not duly en- 
ter’d, to the great Prejudice of many of his Majefty’s 
Subje&is ; and he hath not regularly taken Charge of 
the Prifoners committed to his Care by his Patent ; and 
hath not, as he himfelf confeffeth, ever had any au- 
thentick Lift of the Prifoners in the Rules deliver’d 
him ; fo he cannot h:.ve executed the Truit of kceping 
his Prifoners in fafe Cuftody, when he did not know 
who or where they were. The faid Bambridge, who, 
for fome Years, ated as Deputy-Warden of the Fleet, 
hath himfelt been aiding and afhifting in the Efcape of 
Boyce the Smuggler, charged at the King’s Suit with 
upwards of 30,0061. William Killberry and William Booth 
were alfo allow’d by Bambridge to go out of the Prifon 
and the Rules thereof, though charged at the Suit of 
the Crown, each with the Sum of 5820/7. 

William Talure, committed by the Court of Common- 
Pleas for 7497. upon mefne Procefs, and charged with 
Forgery, hath been fuffer’d togo out of the Fleet Prifon, 
to Wem in the County of Salop, where the Committee 
were inform’d he itill remains. 

Bambridge hath by himfelf and his Agents often refu- 
fed to admit Prifoners into the Prifon, though commit- 
ted by due Courfe of Law ; and in order to extort Mo- 
ney from them, hath often, contrary to an A&t of the 
22d and 23d of King Charles 11. without their free and 
voluntary Confent, caufed them to be carry’d away 
from the Prifon Gate, unto a publick Vi€tualling-houfe 
call’d a Spunging-houfe, and hath there kept them at 
exorbitant Charges, to fqueeze out of them their own 
Subftance, and the Charity of their Friends ; each Pri- 
foner being better or worfe treated according to his Ex- 
pences, fome being allow’d a handfome Room and Bed 
to themfelves, fome ftow’d in Garrets, three in one Bed, 
and fome put in Irons. 

Thefe Houfes were further ufed by the faid Bam- 
bridge asa Terror for extorting Money from the Prifo- 
ners, who, on Security given, have the Liberty of the 
Rules, of which, Mr. Rodert Caftell was an unhappy 
Ynftance ; a Man born to a competent Eftate, buf being 
unfortunately plunged in Debt, was thrown into Pri- 
fon. He was firit fent to Cordett’s, from whence he, 
by Prefents to Bambridge, redeemed himfelf, and, giving 
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ftanding which, he had frequently Prefents, as they are 
call’d, exatted from him by Bambridge, and was mena- 
ced. on Refufal, to be fent back to CorZett’s again. In 
a very fhort Time, Caffell grew weary of being mace 
fuch a wretched Property, and refolving not to injure 
farther his Family or his Creditors, for the Sake of fo 
fmall a Liberty, he refufed to fubmit to further Ex- 
ations 3 upon which, Bambridze order’d him to be re- 
committed to Cordett’s, where the Small-Pox then rag’d, 
though Caftell acquainted him with his not having had 
that Diftemper, and he dreaded it fo much, that the 
putting him into a Houfe where it was, would occafion 
his Death ; and therefore he earneftly defir’d, thet he 
might either be fent to another Houfe, or even into the 
Gaol itfelf as a Favour. The melancholly Cafe of this 
poor Gentleman, moved the very Agents of Kambridze 
to Compaflion, fo that they alfo ufed their utufoft En- 
deavours to diffluade him from fending this unhappy 
Prifoner to that Infe€ted Houfe: But Baméridze forced 
him thither, where he caught the Small-Pox, ‘and ina 
few Days dy’d thereof, julily charging the faid Bam- 
bridge with his Death ; and unhappily leaving all his 
Affairs in the greateft Confufion, and a numerous Fami- 
ly of fmall Children in the utmoft Diflrefs. 

This was the firft Method of extorting Money from 
the unhappy Prifoners ; and when they could no longer 
bear the Mifery and Expence of a Spunging-houfe, Le- 
fore they could obtain the Privilege of being admitted 
into the Prifon, they were obliged to comply with fuch 
exorbitant Fees as Bambridze thought fit to demand 3 
which if they did not, they were fure, under various 
Pretences of being turn’d down to the Common Side, if 
not put in Irons and Dungeons; and this has deen dune 
to thofe who were willing and offer’d to pay the Fees 
eflablifhed by the Regulation made by the Judges 
1727, which ought to have been hung up in fome pub- 
lick Place in the Prifon, to which the Prifoners might 
have free Accefs, but was fecreted by the faid Bamdrid. 
It is to be obferv’d, that the fiid Table of Fecs was 
fraudulently obtained by the fuid Baxbridge > For upon 
Complaint of the Prifoners of the Fice?, to the Court 
of Common-Pleas, the Order made by Lord Chici Juflice 
Herbert, eftablifhing the Fees of that Gaol, was ordered 
to be read, which Order was founded upen Inflitutions 





made in the Year 1651, in which was a Table of Fees, 
two Items whereof being taken away, the reil amount:d 
3 to 
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to 21. 4s. 4d. And the faid Bambridge, inftead of 

reading the particular Items, read only the faid Sum 

Total of 2/. 4s. 4d. and thereby induced the Judges 

to believe, that the faid Sum was the Fee due to the 

Warden, and accordingly they order’d it to be paid as 

due to the Warden for a Commitment-Fee, and orderd 

the other Fees due to the Chamberlain, Gaoler, and 
others, to be paid, over and above the faid 21. qs. ad, 

and the fame have been ever fince taken, befides the 75, 

44. to the Warden upon the Prifoner’s Difcharge, not- 

withftanding they are all included in the 2/. 4s. 4d, 

The Judges of the Common-Pleas feeming to be of Opi- 

nion that every A&tion to which a Prifoner was render’d, 

in Difcharge of his Bail, was a feparate Commitment, 
and that there was a feparate Commitment-Fee due upon 
each Aétion ; the faid Bambridge has thereupon receiv’d 
fix or feven Times 2/. 45. 44. of a fingle Perfon, as 
his bare Commitment-Fees, whereby the Perfon has 
paid fix Times for the Liberty of the Houfe and Irons, 
fix Difmiffion-Fees for fix Obligations, (tho’ none given) 
fix Fees to the Chamberlain, Porter, Gaoler, &c. and 
fix Gallons of Wine; and the Prifoner pays the Cham- 
berlain, Gaoler, &c. for his Difcharge befides. The 
faid Bambridge likewife took a Fee of 37. 6s. 8d. from 
every Prifoner committed by the Exchequer or Chancery, 
whereas there is no fuch Fee due, nor any Diftinétion in 
the Table of Fees, between the Commitment of one 
Court or another. Notwithftanding the Payment of 
fuch large Fees, in order to extort further Sums from 
the unfortunate Prifoners, Bambridzge affum’d an unli- 
mited Power of changing Prifoners from Room to Room ; 
of turning them into the Common Side, tho’ they had 
paid the Mafter’s Side Fee ; inflifting arbitrary Punith- 
ments by locking them down in unwholfome Dungeons, 
and loading them with torturing Irons. Many Inftances 
of which might be produced, but are forborn, left they 
fhould ftrike too great a Horror on our Readers. 

The Defire of Gain urg’d Mr. Bambridge to the prece- 
ding Inftances of Cruelty ; but a more diabolical Pafiion, 
that of Malice, animated him to opprefs Capt. David 
Sinclair. In Sune or “July laft, Bambridge declared to 
‘James Barnes, one of the Agents of his Cruelties, That 
he would have Sinclair’s Blood ; and he took the Oppor- 
tunity of the firft Feflival Day, which was on the Firft 
of Auzuf# following, when he thought Capt. Sinclair 
might, by celebrating the Memory of the late King, be 
warmed 
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warmed with Liquor, fo far as to give him fome Ex- 
cufe for the Cruelties which he intended to infli& upon 
him. But Captain Sinclair was perfeétly fober when 
the faid Bambridge ruthed into his Room with a Dark 
Lanthorn in his Hand, affifted by his Accomplices, 
James Barnes and William Pindar, and fupported by his 
ufual Guard, arm’d with Muskets and Bayonets, and 
without any Provocation given, run his Lanthorn into 
Captain Sinclair’s Face, feiz’d him by the Collar, and 
told him he muft come along with him : Captain 
Sinclair, though furpriz’d, asked for what, and by 
what Authority he fo treated him? Upon which 
Barnes and the reft feiz’d the Captain, who flill defiring 
to know by what Authority they fo abufed him ; Bam- 
bridge grofly infulted him, and ftruck him with his Cane 
on the Head and Shoulders, whilft he was held fait by 
Pindar and Barnes. Such bafe and fcandalous Ufage of 
this Gentleman, who had in the late Wars always figna- 
liz’d himfelf with the greateft Courage, Gallantry and 
Honour, in the Service of his Country, upon many the 
moft brave and defperate Occafions, muft be moft fhock- 
ing and intollerable ; yet Cuptain Sinclair bore it with 
Patience, refufing only to go out of his Reom unlefs he 
was forced ; whereupon the faid Bandridge threaten’ to 
run his Cane down his Throat, and order’d his Guard to 
ftab him with their Bayonets, or drag him down to the 
Dungeon, call’d the Strong Room ; the latter of which 
they did, and Bambridge kept him confin’d in that damp 
and loathfome Place, ’till he had Joft the Ufe of his 
Limbs and Memory, neither of which has he perfeétly 
recover’d to this Day. Many aggravating Cruelties 
were ufed to make his Confinement more terrible ; and 
when Bambridge found he was in Danger of immediate 
Death, he removed him, for fear of his dying in Du- 
refs, and caufed him to be carry’d in a dying Condition, 
from that Dungeon to a Room where there was no Bed 
or Furniture ; and fo unmercifully prevented his Friends 
having any Accefs to him, that he was four Days with- 
out the leaft Suftenance. The Captain apply’d for Re- 
medy at Law, againft the faid Cruelties of Bambridge, 
had procured-a Habeas Corpus for Witneffes to be brought 
before the Seflion of Oyer and Terminer, when the faid 
Bambridge, by Colour of his affum’d Authority as War- 
den, took the faid Writs of Habeas Corpus from the Off- 
cer, whofe Duty it was to make a Return of them, and 
commanded him to keep out of the Way, whilft he him- 
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felf went to the Old Baily, and immediately indicted 
Captain Sinclcir, and fuch of his Witneffes as he knew 
he could not deter by Threats, or prevail with by Pro- 
mifes, to go from the Truth. Captain Sinclair had 
Temper enough to bear patiently almoft infupportable 
Injuries, and to referve himfelf fot a proper Occafion, 
when Juftice fhould be done him by the Laws of the 
Realm. 

But the faid Bambridge has forced others by Wrongs 
and Injuries beyond human bearing, to endeavour the 
avenging Injuries and Oppreflions which they could no 
Jonger endure. 

It was not the only Defign of the faid Thomas Bam- 
bridze to extort Money from his Prifoners, if they fur- 
vived his inhuman Treatment; but he feem’d to have 
a further View, in Cafe it caufed Death, of poffeffing 
himfelf of their Effetts. One remarkable Proof of 
which is as follows: Mr. ‘Hohn Holder, a Spanifh Mer- 
chant, was a Prifoner in the Fleet, and had a Room 
which he fitted up with his own Furniture, and had 
with him all his Books, Accounts, and Writings, and 
other Effects, to the Value of about 30,0001. Mr. Bam- 
bridge by Force turn’d the faid Mr. Holder over to the 
Common Side, and took Poffeflion of his Room in 
which all his Effe&ts were. Mr. Holder remonttrated 
firongly again{ft this Ufage, and Bambridge refufing to 
reflore him to his Room, or Poffeflion of his Effeéts, he 
maade a proper Affidavit, in order to apply to the Judges 
for Relief, and declared that he feared his Effetts might 
be imbezill’d whilft he was thus unjuftly forced from 
them ; and that he feared Bambridge’s cruel Treatment 
of him would be the Caufe of his Death: The Mife- 
rics of the Common Side, which he dreaded, had fuch 
an Effect upon him, (being a Man of an advanced Age, 
and accuftomed to live in Eafe and Plenty) that it threw 
him into fuch a Fit of Sicknefs, as made his Life de- 
{paired of; and in his Illnefs he often declar’d, That 
the Villain Bambridge would be the Occafion of his 
Death. Which proved true ; for Bambridge finding Mr. 
Holder \ike to die in the Durefs which he had put him 
into (for his own Sake, to avoid the Punifhment in- 
flit&ted by Law upon Gaolers, who fo inhumanly de- 
firoy their Prifoners) permitted him to be carry’d back 
to his Room, where, in a few Days, he dy’d of the 
faid Sicknefs, contraéted by the faid forcible Removal 
of him to the Common Side. Mr. Holder, by — 
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Will appointed Major Wilfon and Mr. Hohn Pigot, Tru- 
flees for his Son, a Youth of about 13 Years of Age, 
who had accompany’d him in the Time of his Confine- 
ment. This young Gentleman, after his Father’s Death, 
Jock’d up his Effetts in feveral Trunks and Boxes, and 
deliver’d the Keys thereof to Mr. Pigott, as his Truflee, 
who lock’d up the Room, and took the Key with him ; 
but Bambridge caufed the faid Room to be broke open 
by Thomas King, another of his Accomplices, and caus’d 
the faid Effe&ts to be feiz’d ; after that he, Bambridge, 
had forced Mr. Pigott out of the Prifon (tho’ a Prifoner 
in Execution) and locked down Major Wil/on (the other 
Truftee) in the Dungeon, to prevent their taking any 
Inventory in Behalf of the Heir at Law, then a Orphan. 
Thefe evil Praétices of letting out Prifoners, extorting 
exorbitant Fees, fuffering Efcapes, and exercifing all 
Sorts of Inhumanity for Gain, may ina great Meafure 
be imputed to the Venality of the Warden’s Office ; for 
the Warden, who buys the Privilege of punifhing others, 
does confequently fell his Forbearance at high Rates, 
and repair his own Charge and Lofs, at the wretched 
Expence of the Eafe and ‘Quiet of the miferable Objeés 
in his Cuftody. 





An Account of the Profits avifing yearly to the Warden of 
the Fleet, by Rents payable for Lodgings, and other 
Rents, Perquifites, and Profits. 

I. 8.4. 
N the firft Gallery, ten Prifoners, at is.? P 
10d. per Week each la ie 
In the fecond Gallery, eleven Prifoners at 

2s. 10d. per Week each $ . se 8 
More in the fame Gallery, viz. one at 3s. 

6d. two at 10s,.and three at 5s. 4d. each, 1 19 6 

which comes to 
In the third Gallery, Nineteen at 2s. 10d. 

\ 4140 











Two at 3s. 9d. Four at 5s. 44. and Two 
at 5s. 8d. each, which comes to 
In the fourth Gallery, Thirty at 2s. 104. 
each, which comes to 4 39 
In the Garden-Rooms, Twelve at 2s. 10d. g “eT 





each 








Total per Week 15 12 0 

Which for Fifty-two Weeks, or one Yew, Ren 
It 40 
Te 
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To which add, lL sa, 
The Cellar, lett per Annum at -——— 80 00 
The Coffee-Room, lett per Annum at ——~ 14 00 
The feveral Rooms in the Chappel Stairs, 
Jett per Annum at ‘: 7 
The 13 Houfes fronting Fleet-ditch, between 
the two Walls and the Prifon, 10 of which 
are Jett at 310/. there arealfo three unlett at 
go /. per Ann.and comes together to 4oo!/, 
Rent paid annually by the Sheriffs of ww 8 
10 





4 
9 00 





4co 


don to the Keeper of the Palaces of Weftminfter 
Ditto to the Warden of the Fleet 
The Commitment-Fees, at 2/. 4.5. 4d. each 
Commitment, being computed to be at leatt, 
communibus annis, 320 in Number, amount to 
per Ann. 6461. 18s. 8d. and the Difmiffion 
Fees at 75. 64. each Prifoner, amount to per 
edin. 1207, and make in the whole per Ann. 
Befides the vaft Number of Enxtortions 
over and above thefe Fees, particularly from 
Walter Newbury vl. 4s. Fohn Dudley 162. 
125. Benjamin Wakeling 51.55. Peter For- 
dain 61. 10s. Thomas Goulder 81. 195. 6d. 
Alexander Sydall 61. 10s. Alexander Leickey 
31. 6s. 8d. Feremiah Miles 41. 145. 6d. 
‘James Bayley 131. 8s. 8 d. and feveral others. 
By Liberty of Rules and New- Years Gifts, 
from the beft Accounts that can be leant aso 00 
per Annum, upwards of 
Shops in Wefiminfter-Hall lett at 117 2. and 
when all are lett b 
The Chaplain’s Fees for Entrance of 3204 
Prifoners at 2s. each, amount to 32 /. per Ann. 
befides 4d. per Week from at leaft 1000 Pri- 
foners in the Prifon, and the Liberty of the 
Rules, amounting to 865/. 16s. per Ana. and 
together make 897/.16s. But Dr. Franks, 
Dean of Bedford, being the officiating Chap- 7813 16 @ 
lain, has been allow’d but 40 Guineas a Year, 
and 40 Guineas a Year more when he wasa 
real Chaplain, which together make 80 Gui- 
neas per Ann. fo dedufting the faid 80 Gui- 
neas from the faid 897 /. 16s. there will re- 
main a clear Profit to the Warden per dun, — 
; eT 
Total per Ann, 4632 18 8 
Befides 





15000 
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Befides the Appointment of the following Officers. 

The Clerk of the Papers gave for his Place 1500/7. 

The Clerk of the Inquiries Place worth 1501. per Ann. 

The Turnkey’s Place 50/. per Ann. 

The Chamberlain’s Place 40/. per Ann. 

The Tipftaff to the Court of Chancery, gave for his 
Place 328 Guineas. 

The Tipftaff of the Rolls gave 150 Guineas. 

‘The Tipftaff of the Exchequer, 150 Guineas. 

The Tipftaff of the Common Pleas, 210 Guineas. 

The other Tipftaff there, 200 Guineas. 

We return now to the Proceedings of the Parliament. 








On the 21ft of March, a Bill for the more effeétual 
preventing Bribery and Corruption in the Ele€tion of 
Members to ferve in Parliament, was read the firfl, and 
order’d to be read a fecond Time, which was done accor- 
dingly, on Monday the 24th of March, when the faid 
Bill was committed toa Committee of the whole Houfe. 
The feme Day, a Petition of the principal Inhabitants 
of Tasnton in Somerfet/hire, was pretented and read, com- 
plaining of the great Decay of their Trade, and vatt 
Increafe of their Poor, arifing chiefly, as they appre- 
hended, by Exportation of Irith Wooll to France, and 
the Exportation of Woollen Goods manufaétur’d in Jre- 
land, to Portugal, and other foreign Countries ; and pray- 
ing fuch Relief as the Houfe fhould think fit. Bur no- 
thing was dane upon this Petition ; nor on the Petition 
of the Woollen Manufafturers of Newderry in Berk/hire, 
to the fame Effect, which was prefented and read not 
many Days after. The fame Day, (March 24) a Bill 
was order’d to be brought in, for obviating any Doubis 
or Difficulties that may arife from the A& for Sule of 
fuch of the Forfeited Eftates in Scotland, as remain un- 
fold, &c. Then the Houfe proceeded to take into Con- 
fideration the Report from the Committee to whom the 
Petition of the incorporate Company of Clothiers in 
the City of Worcefter 5 and alfo the Petition of the Wea- 
vers, Walkers, and Fullers of the Cloathing Trade, in 
the City of Worcefter ,; and alfo the Petition of the 
Mayor, Juftices, and Grand Jury of the City and Coun- 
ty of the City of Worcefter, in General Quarter Seflions 
held by Adjournment, were referr’d; and the Report 
was read; and a Motion being made, and the Queflion 
being put, That the further Confideration of the Report 
be adjourned "till Wednefday Morning next, it pa {sd in 
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the Negative. Then the Refolution of the Committee 
being read a fecond Time, was agreed unto by the Houfe, 
viz. 

That the Petitioners have fully prov’d the Allegations 
contain’d in their Petitions. Hereupon a Motion being 
made, and the Queftion put, That Leave be given to 
bring in a Bill for giving Liberty to all his Majetty’s 
Subjeéts of this Kingdom to trade to Turky, and to oblige 
all Clothiers to weave their Names and Places of Abode 
on each Cloth they fhall make for the future ; it pafs’d 
in the Negative. But the next Day, (March 25) a Bill 
was order’d to be brought in, to repeal an Aét of the 
6th Year of the late King George, for prohibiting the 
Importation of Raw Silk and Mohair Yarn, of the Pro- 
duét or Manufa&ture of Afia, except fuch Ports and Places 
as are within the Dominions of the Grand Seignior. 

The next Day (March 26) the Commons order’d ano- 
ther Bill to be brought in, for better employing the 
Poor, by encouraging the Manufactures of this King- 
dom, in rendering more effeftual the feweral Laws now 
in Force for preventing the bringing into this Kingdom | 
any Wrought SiJk or Silks mixed with Gold or Silver, or 
any other Materials 3 and for preventing the great Im- 
ate ype of Lawns and Cambricks, which have been 
ound to be greatly detrimental to this Kingdom, by 
exhautting the Treafure thereof. Then the Houfe pro- 
ceeded.to the Hearing the Matter of the Petition of Wil- 
liam Carr, Efq; complaining of an undue Eleétion and 
Return for the Town and, County of Newzca/ftle upon 
Tine, and having heard Counfel, and examin’d Witneffes, 
Refolv’d, That Sir Wiliam Blackett, Bart. deceis’d, was 
not, and that Nicholas Fenwick, Efq; and William Carr, 
Efy; were duly ele&ted Burgeffes for the faid Town, 
The next Day, upon the Report made by Mr. Earle, 
from the Committee of Privileges and Eleftions, the 
Houfe agreed to the Refolutions of the faid Committee, 
touching the Ele&tion for the Borough of Great Bedwin 
jn Wilts, viz. That the Hon. John Legg, Efq; commonly 
call’d Lord Lewi/ham, was not, and that William Sloper, 
Efq; was duly eleéted for the faid Borough. 

‘On the 27th of March, Mr. Speaker was order’d to 
iffue out his Warrant for a new Writ for the eleéting a 
Knight of the Shire for the County of Wilts, in the 
Room of Sir Sfames Long, Bart. deceas’d. The next 
pry, (March 28) a Bill was order’d to be brought in, 
pr regulating, well ordering, governing, and ease: 

the 
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the Oyfter-Fifhery inthe River Medway, and the Waters 
thereof, under the Authority of the Mayor and Citi- 
zens of the City of Rochefter in Kent. 

On Monday the 31it of March, Mr. Watkin-Williams 
Wynn reported the Amendments made, by the Grand 
Committee, to the Bill for the more effeftual preventing 
Bribery and Corruption in Parliamentary Elections ; 
Which being agreed to, the faid Bill was order’d to be 
engrofs'd ; and the next Day (April 1) read the third 
Time, pafs’d, and fent to the Lords. 

The next Day, (April 2) Mr. Treafurer prefented to 
the Houfe, purfuant to their Addrefs, Copies of the 
Proceedings that have been had for the eftablifhing a 
Civil Government at Gibraltar, and for declaring the 
fame a Free Port ; after which, a Bill was order’d to be 
brought in, for fettling the Price of Corn and Grain 
imported, and for afcertaining the Quantity of Corn 
exported. 

On the 3d, a Bill for the better Prefervation of his 
Majefty’s Woods in America, and for Encouragement of 
the Importation of Naval Stores from thence; and of 
Mafts, Yards, and Bowfprits from Scotland, was read 
the firft, and order’d to be read a fecond Time. 

On Thurfday the roth of April, the Commons being 
appriz’d of the frequent Robberies committed in the 
Streets of London and Weftminfter, a Bill was order’d to 
be brought in, for appointing a better Nightly Watch, 
and regulating the Beadles in England, and for better 
enlightening the Streets and publick Paffages, within 
the Weekly Bills of Mortality. The fame Day, Mr. 
Earle reported from the Committee appointed to conti 
der of proper Methods for more effeftua! preventing the 
Diforders of Footmen, (complained of the Seventeenth 
of March \aft) That upon Examination of the Matter, 
the Committee found, That the Want of a convenient 
Place (fince the rebuilding of the Court of Requefts) for 
the Footmen, attending the Members of this Houfe, to 
wait in, has been a great Occafton of the faid Diforders ; 
and that the Room (Part of the Court of Wards) now 
ufed for Sale of Pigtures, and a Coffee-Room, might be 
made a convenient Place for the faid Footmen, and bea 
Means to prevent fuch Diforders ; and that the Com- 
mittee had direS&ted him to report alfu to the Houfe, 
the Matter as it appeared to them, concerning the faid 
Room ; and he read the Report, which being afterwards 
read a fecond Time, it wag refolv’d, That an humble 
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Addrefs be prefented to his Majefty, That, in order to 
prevent the many Diforders which have happen’d from 
the Want of a convenient Place, fince the Rebuilding 
the Court of Requefts, for the Footmen attending the 
Members of this Houfe to wait in, his Majefty will 
be gracioufly pleafed to give Direftions, that the Room 
call’d the Auftion-Room, and the Coffee-Room thereto ad- 
joining, formerly Part of the Court of Wards, may be 
fitted up for the faid Footmen to attend ins; and affure 
his Majetty, that if he fhall think proper to order Satif- 
fa€tion to be made to the Perfons, who have, for many 
Years, been permitted to ufe the fame, this Houfe will 
make good any Expence his Majefty fhall be at for that 
Purpofe, out of the next Aids to be granted by Parlia- 
ment. 

The Courtiers having, by this Time, got over the 
Difficulties they dreaded moft, and the Seafon of the 
Year calling fora fpeedy Prorogation ; the Minitlers 
laid a Foundation for asking an Addition to the Supply 
already granted, on Account of Arrears due on the 
Funds afligned for his Majefty’s Civil-Lift. In Order 
thereto, on Tuefday the rith of April, it was mov'd 
and refolv’d to addrefs his Majefty, for an Account of 
the Produce of the Civil-Lift Revenues, within the 
Year, from Mid/ummer 1727, to Mid/ummer 1728, over 
and above the annual, weekly, or other Payments and 
Incumbrances thereon, and over and above all Grants 
made by any of his Majefty’s Predeceffors: And fome 
other Papers relating to the particular Receipts of the 
fauid Revenues, were afterwards call’d for, and laid be- 
fore the Houfe. 

The next Day (April 12) the Bill to difable Thomas 
Bambridge to hold or execute the Office of Warden of the 
Prifon of the Fleet, was read a 2d Time, and committed 
to a Committee of the whole Houfe ; and upon Mr. 
Bambridge’s Petition, it was ‘order’d, that he be heard 
by himfelf or Counfel, before the fsid Committee, a- 
gainft the fuid Bill. 

On Monday the 14th, Mr. Alderman Barzard pre- 
fented to the Houfe, a Bill for the better Regulation 
and Government of Seamen in the Merchant’s Service, 
which was read the 1ft, and order’d to be read a fecond 
Time ; after which, Mr. Fane reported the Refolutions 
of the Committee appointed to infpett what Laws were 
expired, or near expiring; and te report their Opinion, 
which of them were fit to be reviv’d, or continu’d : 
Which 
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Which Refolutions being, upon the Queftion feverally 
put thereupon, agreed to by the Houfe, a Bill was or- 
der’d to be brought in, purfuant to the faid Refolutions. 
Then, in a Grand Committee, the Commons confider’d 
further of Ways and Means to raife the Supply, and be- 
ing fully appriz’d of the great Mifchiefs occafion’d 
among the meaner Sort of People, by the exceflive 
drinking fpirituous Liquors, particularly of that call’d 
Geneva or Gin. It was thought proper toapply a fpeedy 
Remedy to that growing Evil, and to reftrain the fre. 
quent Ufe of the faid Liquor, by laying a heavy Tax 
upon it, and upon the Retailers ; whereupon they came 
to the following Refolutions, viz. 

ift, That for every Gallon of Mix’d or Compound 
Waters or Spirits, commonly call’d Gin, that any Di- 
ftiller, or Retailer of fuch Liquors except Apothecaries, 
fhall be poffeffed of on the 24th Day of ‘June 1729, there 
be granted to his Majefty, a Duty of Five Shillings per 
Gallon. 

adly, That for every Gallon of fuch Mix’d or Com- 
pound Waters or Spirits, which from and after the 24th 
Day of Sune 1729, fhall be made by any Diftiller, Dea- 
ler, or Retailer of fuch Liquors for Sale, except Apo- 
thecaries, there fhall be granted to his Majefty a Duty 
of Five Shillings per Gallon. 

gdly, That from and after the 24th Day of “une 1729, 
the Sum of 20/. yearly, fhall be paid to his Majefty by 
every Perfon who fhall fell or retail any fuch Compound 
Strong Waters or Spirits. 

Thefe Refolutions being the next Day (4pril 15) 
reported, were agreed to by the Houfe ; anda Bill was 
order’d to be brought in thereupon, which had a quick 
and eafy Paffage through both Houfes. 

On the 17th, the Commons proceeded to the further 
hearing the Matter of the Petition of Sir Jeremy Vanac- 
ker Sambrooke, Bart. complaining of an undue Eleétion 
and Return for the Borough of Queenborough in the Coun- 
ty of Kents and having heard Counfel and examin’d 
Witneffes, refqlw’d, That Richard Evans, Efq; fitting 
Member, was duly ele&ted for the faid Borough. 

On Friday the 18th, Mr. Earle from the Committee 
of Privileges and Eleétions, reported their Refolutions 
touching the Ele€tion for the City of Wells in Somer/ct- 
jhire ; which being feverally read a fecond Time, were, 
upon the Queftion feverally put thereupon, agreed to 
by the Houfe, being in Subftance, That Tio, Edwards, Eq ; 
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and William Piers, Efq; were duly ele&ted, and that Ed. 
ward Prideaux Gwyn, Efq; who had been return’d, was 
not duly eleéted for the faid City. 

The next Day, Mr. Earle reported from the faid 
Committec, their Refolution touching the Eleétion for 
the Borough of Tamworh in the Counties of Stafford and 
Warwick, which was agreed to, viz. that the Honoura- 
ble Thomas Willoughby, Efq; was duly ele&ted for the faid 
Borough. 

On Monday the 21ft of April, the ingrofs’d Bill for 
the Relief of Infolvent Debtors, was read the third 
Timie, pafs’d, and fent to the Lords, who, the next Day, 
(April 22) fent down a Bill they had pafs’d, for the Re- 
Jeit of Debtors, with refpect to the Imprifonment of 
their Perfons. 

The fame Day, Mr. Chocke, from the Exchequer, ha- 
ving prefented to the Commons feveral Accounts of 
Moneys paid into his Majefty’s Exchequer, upon Ac- 
count of his Majefty’s Civil-Lift Revenues from une 
24, 1727, to Fune 24, 1728, and between Mid/ummer- 
day 1728, and Lady-day 1729, Orders were made for the 
Commiffioners and Controller-General, and the Control- 
Jer upon the Iifues and Payments of the Receiver-Gene- 
ral of the Cuttoms ; the Commiffioners and Accomp- 
tant-General of the Excife ; and the Poft-mafter General, 
and Deputy-Receiver of the Revenue of the Poft-Office, 
to attend the Houfe the next Morning: After which, 
fome other Papers relating to the Civil-Lift Revenues, 
that had been call’d for, were Jaid before the Houfe, and 
with all the reft, order’d to lie on the Table. 

Things being thus prepar’d, on Wednefday the 23d 
of April, the Commons went into a Grand Committee 
on the Supply; and after Examination of the Commif- 
fioners of the Cuftoms and Excife, the Pofl-mafter Gene- 
ral, and other Officers concern’d in the Civil-Lift Reve- 
nues, the Courtiers made it plainly appear, that there 
were fo great Arrears ftanding out, on the feveral Bran- 
ches of thofe Revenues, That they fell fhort of produ- 
cing within the Year, the clear Sum of 800,000/. which 
was fettled for his Majefty’s Civil Lift, and therefore it 
was mov'd, That the Sum of 115000/. be granted to his 
Majefty, upon Account of the Arrears of his Civil 
Lift Revenues, to be replaced and refunded, for the Ufe 
and Benefit of the Publick, out of fuch Arrears of the 
faid Revenues, as fhall be ftanding out at his Majefty’s 
Demife, and, together with the faid Sum of 115000?. 
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fhall be more than fufficient to make up the Produce of . 
the faid Revenues 800,000/. per Ann. during his Maje- 
fty’s Life, to be computed from the 25th Day of Fune 
t727. Moft of the Memibers who were not in the Se- 
cret, feem’d to be furpriz’d at this Motion, which was 
the more unexpetted, becauife, in the formier Seflion, the 
feveral Duties and Revenues granted by the A&t for the 
better Support of his Majefty’s Houthold, and of the 
Honour and Dignity of the Crown, were underftood, 
and appear’d by the Accounts then before the Houfe, to 
produce yearly much above the Sum of 800,000/. for 
which they were given; dnd therefore the faid Motion 
was Vigoroufly oppus’d by feveral Gentlemen. But the 
Right Honourable Mr. William Pulteney, who during 
this whole Seffion, had, on all proper Occafloris, emi- 
nently diftinguifh’d himfe!f by his pubiick Spirit, be- 
ing fuddenly taken ill, and obliged to go out of the 
Houfe, the faid Motion was carry’d in the Affirmative, 
by a Majority of 24t Voices againft 115. This Refolu- 
tion beirig the next Day ( April 24) reported, was agreed 
to by the Houfe ; and afterwards 4 Claufe to that Pur- 
pofe was inferted in the Bill for a‘certaining the Cuftom 
payable for Corn and Grain imported, Gc. 

On the 23d of April, a Bill for eftablifhing an Agree- 
fiient with feven of the Lords Proprietors of Carolina, 
for the Surrender of their Title and Intereft in that Pro- 
vince, to his Majefty, was according to Order brought 
in by Mr. Scrope, read the firft, and order’d to be read a 
fecond Time, which was accordingly done the next Day, 
(April 24) witen the faid Bill was referr’d to the Com- 
mittee of the whole Houfe. The fame Day, Mr. Earle 
feported from that Committee, the Amendments made 
to the Bill to difable Thomas Bambridge, Gc. which, with 
fonte further Amendments, being agreed to, the faid 
Bill was order’d to be ingrofs’d ; and on the 25th, fent 
to the Lords; as was alfo the Bill for indemnifying Per- 
fons who have omitted to qualify therfelves for Offices 
or Employments. . 

_ The fame Day (April 25) the Cormmmion’ proceeded to 
the further Hearing the Merits of the Elettion for the 
Borough of Newtown in the Ifle of Wight in the County 
of Southampton 3 and having heard Counfel, and exa- 
min’d Witneffes, came to feveral Refolutions, being in 
Subftance; that Fames Worfley, Efq; and Thomas Holmes, 
Efqy were not duly eleéted, and that the Hon. Charles 
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Armand Powlet, Efq; and Sir ‘fohn Barrington, Bart, 
were duly eleéted for the faid Borough. 

The next Day, (April 26) the Amendments made by 
the Committee to the Bill for making more effettual 
feveral A&ts relating to Watermen, Wherrymen, and 
Lightermen, 2. were reported, agreed to, and the 
faid Bill order’d to be engrofs’d. The fame Day, the 
Lords having defir’d a prefent Conference with the 
Commons, upon the Subjeét-Matter of the Bill fent up 
to their Lordthips, to difable Thomas Bambridge; the 
faid Conference was readily agreed to, and held in the 
Painted Chamber. The Managers for the Gommons be- 
ing returned to the Houfe, their Chairman, Mr. Ogle- 
thorpe, reported, that the Conference was managed on 
the Part of the Lords, by the Lord Privy-Seal, who ac- 
quainted them, that the Lords having enter’d upon the 
Confideration of the Bill, intitul’d, An Agét to difable 
Thomas Bambridge, E/q; to hold or execute the Office of 
Warden of the Prifon of the Fleet, or to have or exercife 
any Authority relating thereto, which they receiv’d from 
the Commons ; and having read the faid Bill the firft 
Time, and order’d it a fecond Reading on Wednefiay 
next, did obferve, That the Matters of Fatt fuggeited 
in the faid Bill, as the Ground and Foundation upon 
which it feems to have proceeded in the Houfe of Com- 
mons, not appearing fufiiciently before the Lords, their 
Lordfhips had defired this Conference, that they might 
have the Affiftance of the Commons, in laying the State 
of the faid Matters of Fa&t more fully before their Lord- 
fhips: Whereupon it was order’d, That the faid Report 
be taken into Confideration upon Monday, April 28; 
when the Committee, who managed the faid Conference, 
were order’d to ftate the Matters of Fatt on which the 
faid Bill was grounded, and to deliver the fame to the 
Lords at a Conference, which was done accordingly the 
fume Day. Then in a Committee of the whole Houfe 
on the Supply, it was refolv’d to grant to his Majeity 
the following Sums, 

iit, 1031897. 11s. 74.4. to make good the Defi- 
ciency of the Grants forthe Year 1728. 

2dly, 63902/. 15s. 2d.4.to make good the Defi- 
ciency of the General Fund of 724849/. 6s. 10d. per 
inn. for the Year 1728. 

3dly, 1o000 /. towards the Support of the Royal Ho- 
Spital at Greenwich, for the better Maintenance of De- 
crepit Seamen, 
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Thefe Refolutions being reported, were agreed to by 
the Houfe, the next Day, (April 29) anda Bill for the 
better employing the Poor, Uc being brought in by 
Mr. Vernon, was read the firft, and order’d to be read a 
fecond Time. After this, in a Gran Committee, the 
Commons went upon the Bill for the better Prefervation 
of his Majefty’s Woods in America, Gc. in Relation to 
which, they confider’d of the Petition of the Inhabi- 
tants of Birmingham, Manufaéturers in Iron ; the Ac- 
counts of Iron imported from Sweden, Spain, and the 
Britifh Colonies in America, and of the Duties payable 
thereon ; heard the feveral Agents for the Province of 
New-Ferfey, and Colonies of Rhode-Ifland and Provi- 
dence, MafJachufets-Bay and Connetticut ; and made feve- 
ral Amendments to the faid Bill ; which being reported 
on the 2d of May, ratify’d, and agreed to, the Bill was 
order’d to be ingrofs’d. 

On Wednefday the laft Day of April, the Commons 
in a Grand Committee, confider’d of the Bill for fettling 
the Price of Corn and Grain imported, ce. Alter fome 
Nebate, the Refolution for granting to his Majefty the 
Sum of 1150007. on Account of Arrears due on the 
Civil-Lift Revenues, and fome other Claufes relating to 
the Application of the Supply, were made part of the 
Bill, which, thus amended, was the next Day (May 1.) 
order’d to be engrofs’d ; as was alfo, on the 3d of May, 
the Bill for eftablifhing the Agreement for the Surrender 
of Carolina to his Majefty, and the Bill for regulating 
Seamen in the Merchant’s Service. 

On Monday the 5th of May, the Amendments made 
in the Grand Committee, to a Bill from the Lords, for 
the more effe€tual preventing and further punifhing of 
Forgery, Perjury, Subornation of Perjury, Gc. being 
agreed to, a Claufe was offer’d to be made Part of that 
Bill, for preventing a Failure of Juftice in fome Cafes 
of Murder: But the fame being twice read, was with- 
drawn by Leave of the Houfe ; and inftead of that 
Claufe, a Bill was order’d to be brought in, for the 
Trial of Murders, where either the Stroke, or Death, 
only happens : Which Bill being immediately prefented 
and read the firft Time, had a quick and eafy Paffuge. 
The fame Day, the ingroffed Bill to afcertain the Cu- 
ftom payable for Corn and Grain imported, Gc. was read 
the third Time, pafs’d, and fent to the Lords; and the 
Bill for laying a Duty on Compound Waters, or Spirits, 
commonly call’d Gin, was order’d to be ingrofs’d. 

Aa2 Tle 











184 The Hiftorical Regifter' N°LV 


The next Day, (May 6) three ingroffed Bills, sft, For 
Eftablifhing the Agreement for the Surrender of Carolina ; 
2dly, For better Prefervation of his Majefty’s Woods in 
America, 3aly, And for better regulating Seamen in 
the Merchants Serviee 3 .were read the third Time, 
pafs’d, and fent up to the Lords ; who the fame Day 
fent back to the Commons the Bill for the more effeftua] 
preventing Bribery and Corruption in the Eleétions of 
Members ; with fome Amendments, to enforce that 
wholefome and neceflary Law, both by enhauncing the 
Penalty of 50/. to 5007. and other Provifions, contain’d 
in the following Claufes, viz. 2% 

1. And be it enafted by the Authority aforefaid, That 
fuch Votes fhall be deemed to be legal which have been fo 
declared by the laft Determination in the Houfe of Commons, 
which laft Determination concerning any County, Shire, Cit 
Borough, Cinque-Port, or Place, shall be final, to all Intents 
and Purpofes whatfoever, any Ufage to the Contrary note 
withftanding, — 

2. And be it further enatted, That if any Perfon who 
hath or claimeth to have, or hereafter jfhall have or claim to 
have any Right to vote in any fuch Eleétion, fhall from and 
after the faid 24th Day of June 1729, ask, receive, or 
take any Money, or other Reward, by way of Gift, Loan, 
or other Devife, ur agree, or contrat? for any Money, Gift, 
Office, Employment, or other Reward whatfoever, to give 
his Vote, or to refufe, or to forbear to give his Vote in any 
fuch Eleétion 5 or if any Perfan dy himfelf, or any Perfon em- 
ploy'd by him, doth or fhall, by any Gift or Reward, or by any 
Promife, Agreement, or Security for any Gift or Reward, cor- 
rupt or procure any Perfonor Perfons, to give his or their 
Vote or Votes, in any fuch Eleétion; fuch Perfon fo offending 
in any of the Cafes aforcfaid, hall, for every fuch Offence, 
forfeit the Sum of 5001. of lawful Money of Great Britain, 
to be recover’d as before dirctted, tog-ther with full Cofts of 
Suit ; and every Perfon offending in any of the Cafes afore- 
faid, from and after Judgment obtain’d againft him in any 
fauch aétion of Debt, Bill, Plaint, or Information, or Sum- 
mary Aétion, Profecution, or being any otherwife lawfully 
convitted thereof, fhali for ever be difabled to vote in any 
Elcétion of Member or Members to ferve in Parliament, 
and alfo faall for ever be difabled to hold, exercife, or en- 
joy any Office or Franchife to which he and they then Jhall, 
or at any Time afterwards may be entitled, as a Member of 
any City, Borough, Town Corporate, or Cinque Port, as if. 
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The Commons having, the next Day, taken thefe 
Amendments into Confideration, fome Courtiers, who 
from the Beginning were againft this Bill, reprefented, 
That the Lords making Alterations in a Bil] of this 
Nature, was an Encroachment upon the Rights and Pri- 
vileges of the Houfe of Commons, who were the {ole 
at of the Merits of the Eleétions of their own 

ermbers. To this the Honourable Mr. William Pulte- 
ney anfwer’d, That the Freedom of Parliament is effen- 
tially neceffary to the Prefervation of our ancient Con- 
ftitution ; and the Freedom of Parliamentary EleStions 
the moft valuable Branch of the Rights and Liberties of 
Englifhmen, of which, the Lords are the proper Guar- 
dians, as well as the Commons, both as a Part of the 
Legiflature, and as the Supream Court of the Kingdom. 
That the Freedom of Ele&tions, and confequently of 
Parliaments, is the great Bulwark of Popular Liberty 
againft the Enchoichments and Oppreffions of Arbitrary 
Power, and Wicked Minifters. That if ever this Bul- 
wark fhould be thrown down by Force, or undermin’d 
bv corruption, the very Effence of our excellent Con- 
ftitution would be loft, and we fhould no longer bea 
free People: And therefore no Man, who had any Senfe 
of, or Value for, Liberty, could either think the Penal- 
ties againft Corruption too fevere, or grudge the Lords 
the Honour of having made the Provilions of this ne- 
ceffary Law more efficacious. Thefe Reafons had a great 
Weight, and feveral] Members of the Court Party hap- 
pening to be abfent, the Queftion for agreeing to the 
Amendments made by the Lords, was carry’d in the Af 
—", by a Majority of Two Voices only, viz. ot 
to 89. 

The fame Day, the ingroffed Bill to revive the Laws 
therein mention’d, was read the third Time, pafs’d, and 
fent to the Lords. 

On Thurfday the 8th of May, the ingroffed Bill for 
laying a Duty on Compound Waters or Spirits, was 
read the third Time, pafs’d, and fent to the Lords ; and 
the Amendments made in the Grand Committee, to the 
Bill for the better qualifying and regulating Attorneys 
and Sollicitors, being agreed to, the faid Bill was order’d 
to be ingrofs’d. 

The next Day (May 9) the Commons refolv’d to 
return his Majefty the Thanks of the Houfe, by an 
Addrefs, for the DireStions his Majefty had been pleafed 
to give, in order to the Settling a Civil Government at 
=> pail : Gibraltar ; 
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Gibraltar 3 and humbly to defire his Majefty, that he 
would be gracioufly pleafed to continue his Care and 
Endeavours to accomplifh the fame, as foon as the Na- 
ture and Circumftances of it would admit thereof. 

The Lords having thought fit to drop the Bill for 
difabling Mr. Thomas Bambridge, @c. which had been 
fent up to them; their Lordthips pafs’d another Bill, 
much to the fame Purpofe, entitul’d, dn Act to im- 
power his Majefty, during the Life of Thomas Bambridge, 
Ef, to grant the taf of Warden of the Fleet, to fuch 
Perfon as his Majefty fhall think fit, and to incapacitate 
the faid Thomas Bambridge to enjoy the faid Office or 
any other whatfoever. This Bill having being twice 
read in the Houfe of Commons, on the 8th of May, 
was, on the 1oth, agreed to in the Grand Committee, 
without any Amendment, after the Commons had heard 
Mr. Bambridze and his Counfel againtt it. 

The fame Day, (May 10) the Lords took into Confi- 
deration the Report of their Grand Committee, appoin- 
ted to confider of the Bill for fettling the Price of Corn 
and Grain imported, and other Purpofes therein men- 
tion’d : Upon which it was mov’d, that the Words fol- 
lowing, in the Claufe for appropriating the Supplies 
granted in this Seflion of Parliament, be left out ot the 
faid Bill, viz. 

And it is alfo hereby further enafted, That out of all or 
any the Aids or Supplies aforefaid, there fhall and may be 
tJu'd and apply'd for and upon Account of the Arrears of 
the feveral Duties and Revenues granted to his Majefty by 
an Att made and pafjed in the firft Year of his Majefly’s 
Reign (entituled, An A& for the better Support of his 
Majefty’s Houfhold, and the Honour and Dignity of 
the Crown of Great Britain) any Sum.or Sums of Money, 
aot exceeding the Sum of t15cool. in fuch Manner, and 
for fuch Uses and Purpofes as his Majefty fhall from Time 
to Time, be pleafed to direét and appoint ; Provided al- 
ways, and be it enatted by the Authority afurefaid, That 
in Cafe there fhall be ftanding out or in Arrear at the De- 
mife of his Majefty (whom God long preferve) any Sum or 
Sums of Money for or on Account of the faid Duties and 
Revenues, which, together with what hath been or fhall be 
receiv'd out of the fame, during his Majefty’s Life, and to- 
gether with the faid Sum of 1150001. shall be more than 
fufficient to compleat and fatisfy to his Majefty during his 
Life, the yearly Sum of 800,0001. per Annum in clear 
Money, to b¢ computed from the 25th Bay of June 17273 
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Then and in fuch Cafe, the faid Sum of 1152001. jhall be 
replaced and refunded, by or out of fuch Sum or Sums of 
Money fo ftanding out or in Arrear as aforefaid, as shall be 
more than fufficient to compleat the faid yearly Sum of 
800,000 |. in clear Money, to be computed as aforefaid, or 
fo much thereof as the Moneys arijing thereby Jhall extend to, 
to fatisfy the fame ; and that the Moneys fo to be replaced, 
or refunded, fhall be feparated and kept apart in his Maje- 
Jty’s Exchequer, for tae Ufe and Benefit of the Publick, 
and fhall not be iffi’d or apply'd to anyother U/e or Uses 
than fuch as fhall be dircéted by Autiority of Parliament. 
The Motion being objefted to, the Queflion was put, 
whether thofe Words thould ftand Part of the Bill ? 
Which after long Debate, was refolv’d in‘the Afirma- 
tive: Hereupon feveral Lords enter’d the following 
Proteft. , 
Diffentient’ 
ft, Becaufe we apprehend that this Part of the Claufe 
is neither founded on the Words of the A&t to which it 
refers, nor warranted by any Conftruétion thereof; for 
the Provifion made in that A&@ is, That whenever the 
Produce of the feveral Duties and Revenues thereby granted 
appears to be fo Deficient, that within any one Year it 
Shall not be fufficient to anfwer and fatisfy the Sum of 
800,000 |. then, and not in any other Cafe, */uch Deficiency 
is to be made good out of the next Aids in Parliament. As 
this A& therefore provides only for a Real Deficiency 
of the Produce, and not for any Arrear in the Receipt 
within the Year ; and it has appear’d by the Accounts 
laid before this Houfe, That the real Produce was conii- 
derably more than fufficient to anfwer the Sum of 
800,000/. we think there can be no Colour to affirm, 
that there has been any fuch Deficiency as the Aét can 
be fuppofed to provide for. This appears from the 
Words uf the Claufe, which direéts the Application of 
the Sum of 1150007. for and upon Account of Arrears 5 
and we cannot conceive the Arrears provided for by this 
Claufe, and the Deficiency defcribed in the A&t, to he 
one and the fume Thing ; fince, if they could be fo un- 
derftood, the Provifion in the Claufe would have been 
made agreeable to the Words of the A&t, which relate 
toa Deficiency only ; and it would be highly unjuft to 
his Majefty, to direét the Sum of 115c00/. to be re- 
funded to the Publick, at any Time, or under any Con- 
ditions ; for if there had been a real Deficiency, the 
Grant to his Majefty fhould be abfolute, and the Sum 
of 
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of 115000/. would legally belong to him; fo that this 
Clautfe either takes from his Majefty what we have no 
Right to take, or it gives him what, as we apprehend, 
he has no Right toclaim. As we cannot then confider 
this Sum to be given either for a real Deficiency, foun- 
ded on the Civil Litt A&t, or thot it can be warrans 
ted by the faid A&t, as a fuppofed Arrear, we conceive 
it to be a new Grant to his Majefty, and a new Burthen 
on the People, which does not appear to us to have 
been demanded by the Crown, and confequently not to 
have paffed according to the Forms hitherto praétis’d, 
and requifite in all fuch Cafes. 
2dly. This Claufe appears to us unreafonable on ma- 
ny Accounts: As there was no real Deficiency at Mid- 
fummer 1728, to which Time the Account was ftated, fo 
neither is there any Arrear at the Time when this new 
Supply is granted 3 but the whole Sum of 800,000; 
and confiderably more, was come into his Majeity’s Cof- 
fers, and he was confequently in Poffeffion of the very 
Monev, the fuppofed Arrear of which, is made good 
to him by this Claufe. Thus it feems to us, that the 
Nation is loaded, not to compleat, but to augment the 
Sum defign’d for his Majetty’s Civil Lift; and this, at 
a Time when the publick Debts are increas’d 5 when 
the Taxes are heavily felt in all Parts of the Country 5 
when our Foreign Trade is incumbred and diminifh’d ; 
when our Manufa€tures decay; when our Poor daily 
multiply ; and when many other national Calamities 
furround us. Thefe Confiderations are in themfelves 
very moving ; and we apprehend that they muft appear 
ftronger, when it fhall be further confider’d, that his 
Majeity would be fo far from wanting any of thefe ex- 
traodinary Supplies, that even without the Provifion in 
the Civil Litt A&, for making good Deficiencies, he 
would be poffeffed of a far greater Revenue, than King 
Wiltiam, Queen Anne, or even his late Majefty enjoy’d 5 
and yet his prefent Majefty, when Prince of Wales, re- 
ceived out of the Civil Lift Revenues, during the Reign 
of the late King, 100,c00/. per Ann. befides the entire 
Revenues of the Principality of Wales, and Dutchy of 
Cornwall ; whereas it does not appear to us, that the 
like Sum of 100,000/. per Ann. or even the Revenues 
of the Principality of Wales, have yet been fettled on 
his prefent Royal Highnefs. . 
3dly, We cannot but be extreamly apprehenfive of 
the many ill Confequences which may follow from a 
Grant 
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Grant of Money to the Crown fo ill grounded, and fo 
unreafonable, as we conceive this to be. The Advan- 
tage in Favour of his Majefty, eftablifh’d by the Civil 
Lift Aét, is very great; fince, if the Produce of the 
Revenues granted and appropriated to the Ufe of the 
Civil Lift, does not anfwer the yearly Sum of 800,000!. 
the Deficiency is to be made good to his Majefty by the 
Publick ; whereas no Provifion is made, by which, if 
the Produce of thofe Revenues exceeds the Sum of 
800,000/. ‘the Surplus fhall accrue to the Benefit of the 
Publick. By this Precedent, not only real Deficiencies 
are to be made geod, but Supplies are to be given for Ar- 
rears ftanding out at the End of every Years and not 
only for Arrears ftanding out, but even for Arrears which 
fhall come in before the Supplies can be granted ; tho’ 
the Supply given to make Arrears in one Year, will cer- 
tainly increafe the Surplufages in another: When we 
confider the Method which has obtain’d of anticipating 
the Revenues before they come into the Exchequer, con- 
trary to the ancient and legal Praftice ; when we refleét 
in what Manner thefe Accounts have been made up, 
and in what Manner they have been brought in, we can- 
not but apprehend that a Door is open’d by this Prece- 
dent, for laying new and exceflive Charges on the Na- 
tion. The Revenues appropriated to the Ufes of his 
Majefty’s Civil Lift, are fubje& in their own Nature to 
vary, andeven when there is no Deficiency in the Pro- 
duce, there may be Arrears in the Recéipt; thefe Ar- 
rears may eafily be increas’d, by the Management of 
defigning Minifters, by private Direftions to Receivers, 
and by artful Methods of ftating the Accounts; from all 
which, we cannot but apprehend, that now this Prece. 
dent is made, we may have frequent Accounts of Ar- 
rears, anda grievous and even intolerable Load may be 
brought on the Nation in a fhort Time. And we are 
perfuaded that his Majefty can have no Satisfa€tion in 
finding his Court abound in Wealth, whilft he may un- 
dergo the Mortification of feeing his People reduced to 
Poverty. Neither can we conceive that the latter Part 
of the Claufe is in any Degree an adequate Provifion 
againft the Evil we complain of, or the Apprehenfions 
we entertain ; for an Account to be made up at his Ma- 
jefty’s Demife, will not prevent the Confequences of 
this Precedent during his Life ; and as we hope that his 
Reign will be long, fo we may beallow’d to fear, That 
even during the Continuance of it, this extraordinary 
es Bb Method 
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Method of increafing his Majefty’s Private Revenue, 
(already very ample) may prove a Source of general 
Difcontent, which is but too apt to produce a general 
Difaffection, 
Plymouth, Boyle, Scarfdale, 
Willoughby de Brook, Northampton, 
Gower, Strafford, Oxford and Mort. 
Warrington, Litchfield, Bathurft. 
Coventry, Beauford, 








On Monday the 12th of May, the Lords read the 3d 
Time the Bill above mention’d, to afcertain the Cuftom 
payable for Corn and Grain imported, &c. And the Que- 
ftion, That the faid Bill fhall pafs, being refolv’d in the 
Affirmative, feveral Lords enter’d and fign’d another 
Profeft, to this Effect, viz. 

Diffentient’ 

ft, Becaufe we conceive there will accrue Jefs Detri- 
ment to the Publick by reje&ting this whole Bill, than 
agreeing to it, with that Part of the Appropriation 
Claufe, which enaéts the Sum of r15000/. to be given 
to his Majefty, for and upon Account of Arrears in the 
the Civil-Lift, fince it would have been eafy, had this 
Bill been reje&ted, to have provided for the general Ap- 
propriation of the feveral Aids granted in this Seflion of 
Parliament, in fome other Manner. 

2dly, Becaufe the Revenue for defraying the Expen- 
ces of his Majefty’s Civil Government, being confidera- 
bly more ample than that of any of his Predeceffors, we 
flatter’d ourfelves that the Publick would not have been 
call’d upon again, in fo fhort a Time, to make an Ad- 
cition to that liberal Provifion for the Crown, tho’ 
there had been fome fmall Deficiency in fome of the 
Duties appropriated to the Service of it: But this, in 
our Opinion, is fo far from being the Cafe, that we are 
firmly perfuaded, if we had agreed to this Bill, with 
that part of the Claufe, we fhould have confented to a 
Grant of anew Aid, and not to make good the Defi- 
ciency of an oldwne ; fince it feems evident to us, that 
the Produce of the Civil Lift Funds, in the firft Year of 
his Majefty’s Reign, rather exceeded than fell fhort of 
800,000/7. even from thofe Accounts deliver’d into the 
Houfe, which we believe will be univerfally allow’d to 
be free from any Sufpicion of Error, in Favour of the 
People. 


3dly, 
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3dly, Becaufe we look upon this to be not only a 
Grant of a new Aid, but.a Grant made in fuch an ir- 
regular Manner, without being demanded by the Crown, 
that it cannot but give us fome Reafon to think, that 
however it may be wanted by the Miniflers, it “may 
pofibly not be defired by his Majetty. 

4thly, Becaufe the literal Interpretation of Part of 
the Aét for fettling the Civil Lift Revenues on his Ma- 
jefty, which was contended for, in order to juftify that 
Part of this Claufe to which we obje&t, feems to us 
liable to Confequences very Dangerous to the Proper- 
ties of all the Subjeéts, by putting it into the Power of 
thofe who have the Management of the Publick Money, 
to give the Crown a Title to the Arrears of the Civil 
Lift Funds ; tho’ perhaps left on purpofe in the Hands 
of the Receivers, and to a Parliamentary Supply for 
thofe very Arrears too. 

sthly, Becaufe the Argument which was ufed for 
pafling the Claufe, from the Smalinefs of the Sum, 
feems to usa much fironger Reafon why it ihould not 
be asked, than why it fhould be granted. 

6thly, Becaufe we obferve, that whenever a Supply 
for the Civil Lift has been asked in Parliament, it has 
caufed great Uneafinefs in the Nation, tho’ demanded 
from the Crown itfelf, and upon Pretences, in our Opi- 
nion, more juitifiable, and at Times lefs unreafonable 
then this, when, notwithftanding our moft prevailing 
Methods of Negotiation, the Fate of Europe, as far as 
we are enabled to judge, is ftill in Sufpence; and we 
labour under Difficulties that unavoidably attend fuch a 
doubtful and undetermin’d Situation of our Affairs 
abroad ; when the Complaints of the People at home 
are general and loud, and, as we fear, too well founded, 
on account of their Poverty, and other Cilamities, with 
which they have been long aiflitted ; and when, for 
that Reafon, it appears to us to be not only a proper 
Clemency, but true Policy too, to avoid giving them 
the leaft Ground to apprehend, that the Parliament, by 
laying unneceffary Burthens upon them, may itfelf be- 
come one of their Grievances. 

7thly, Becaufe this Attempt, when we confider it in 
all its Circumftances, as far as appears to us, is without 
Example ; and we dread left it fhould be made one, 
and laid hold of as a Precedent hereafter, if ever the 
Nation fhould have the Misfortune to fee a lavifh, weak, 
and rapacious Miniftry, armed with great Power, de- 

b2 firous 
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firous to raife fuch extraordinary Supplies in Parlia- 

ment, in fuch extraordinary Ways, more in reality to 

fupport their own inconfiderate and pernicious Schemes. 

than the Honour and Dignity of the Crown. ’ 
Scarfdale, Northampton, Plymouth, 
Beaufort, Coventry, Warrington, 
Strafford, Litchfield, Montjoy, 
Gower, Boyle, Bathurft. 
Oxford & Mort. Willoughby de Broke, 





The fame Day, (March 12) the Commons read the 

d Time, pafs’d, and fent up to the Lords, feveral] 

ills ; and then upon the Report made by Mr. Alder. 
man Barnard, from a Committee appointed to enquire 
what Combinations had been enter’d into, to enhance 
the Price of Coals, it was refolv’d, That it appears to 
this Houfe, that feveral Agreements and Combinations 
have been enter’d into, by the Mafters and Owners of 
Ships ufing the Coal Trade, from Newca/tle upon Tine, 
and Places thereto adjacent, unto the Port of London, 
and other Parts of this Kingdom ; and alfo by the Ligh- 
termen of the faid Port; which faid Agreements and 
Combinations are illegal, and tend to the enhancing the 
Price of Coals, to the Oppreffion of the Poor, the Pre- 


judice of feveral Manufatturies, and to the leffening the 
Publick Revenue. 

After this, Mr. Treafurer acquainted the Houfe, That 
he had a Meffage from his Majetty to this Houfe, fign’d 
by his Majefty 3 and he prefented the fame to the 
Houfe ; and it was read by Mr. Speaker, as followeth, 


Viz. 


GEORGE R. 
IS Majefty thinks fit to acquaint this Houfe, That he 
intends, for divers weighty and important Reafons, 
{peedily to vifit his Dominions in Germany, and to appoint 
his deareft Confort the Queen, Regent of this Kingdom, du- 
ring his Majefty’s Abfence. ' 


Then upon a Meffage from the Lords, That the Lords 
had paffed a Bill intituled, 4n Ag to enable her Majefty 
zo be Regent of this Kingdom, during his Majefty’s Aileen 
without ‘taking the Oaths : To which the Lords defir’d 
the Concurrence of this Houfe. The faid Bill was im- 
mediately read the 1ft, 2d, and 3d Times, pafs’d, and 
fent back to the Lords. 





lia- 
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The next Day, (May 13) Mr. Speaker was order’d to 





" jffue his Warrants for three new Writs, for the eleéting, 


firt, a Burgefs for Malton in York/hire, in the Room of 
the Honourable Henry Finch, Efq; who had accepted the 
Office of Receiver-General and Colleétor of the Revenues 
inthe Iflandof Minorca. 2dly, A Commiflioner fur the 
Shire of Lenerk, in the Room of the Hon. Archibald Ha- 
milton, Efq; (commonly call’d Lord Archibald Hamilton ) 
who, fince his Eleétion for the faid Shire, had accepted 
the Office of one of the Commiflioners for executing the 
Office of Lord High Admiral of Great Britain. 3dly, 
And a Burgefs.for the Diftri&t of Burghs of Stirling, In- 
nerkeiting, Dumferling, Queensferry, and Culro/s, in the 
Room of Thomas Erskine, Efq; who had been made a 
Captain of Foot in his Majefty’s Army. The fame Day, 
upon the Report made by Mr. Earle, from the Commit- 
tee of Privileges and Ele&tions, the Commons rejected 
the feveral Petitions that had been prefented this Sef- 
fion to the Houfe, and referr’d to that Committee, rela- 
ting to the Eleftion and Return for the Diftritt of Burghs 
of Dumbarton, Glafgow, Renfrew, and Rotherglen, by 
reafon that the faid Petitions differ’d from thofe prefen- 
ted laft Seffion, both in Subftance, and as to the Names 
of the Subfcribers. a 
On Wednefday the 14th of May. Mr. Speaker was or- 
der’d to iffue his Warrants for four other new Writs, for 
the ele€ting, Firft,a Burgefs for the Town of Southampton, 
in the Room of Robert Eyre, Efq; who had accepted the 
Office of one of the Commiffioners for managing the 
Revenue of Excife. 2dly, A Burgefs for the Borough 
of Liverpoole in the County Palatine of Lancajier, in 
the Room of Thomas Brereton, Efq; who had accepted 
the Office of one of the Commiffioners for victualling 
his Majefty’s Navy. 3dly, A Burgefs for the Borough 
of Clifton-Dartmouth-Hardne/s in the County of Devon, 
in the Room of Walter Carey, Efq; who had accepted the 
Office of one of the Clerks of his Majefty’s Moft Hon. 
Privy Council. 4thly, And a Burgefs for the Borough 
of Newport alias Medena in the Ifle of Wight in the 
County of Southampton, in the Room of George Huxley, 
Efq; who had accepted the Office of Commiffary-Gene- 
ral of the Mufters. : 
After this, Mr. Oglethorpe from the Committee ap- 
pointed to enquire into the State of the Gaols of this 
Kingdom, made a Report of fome Progrefs which the 
Committee had made in their Enquiry into the State of 
a . , the 
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the Prifon of the Court of Mar/hal/ea, and of the King’s 
Palace Court of Weftminfler ; and alfo in their Enquiry 
into the State of the Fleet Prifon, with the Refolutions 





of the Committee thereupon ; and he read the Report in’ 


his.Place, and afterwards deliver’d the fame (with the 
Appendixes) in at the Table, where the Report was 
read, and the Refolutions of the Committee being feve- 
rally read a fecond Time, were, upon the Queftion fe- 
verally put thereupon, agreed unto by the Houfe, as 
follows, viz. 

#. That William Aéton, Clerk of the Prifon of the 
Marfhaifea, and Farmer of the fame Gaol, and the Pro- 
fits thereof, by Leafe from Mr. ‘John Darby, the Keeper 
of the faid Prifon, hath been guilty of many High 
Crimes and Mifdemeanors in the Execution of his Office ; 
and hath arbitrarily and unlawfully loaded with Irons, 
tortur’d, and deftroy’d, in the moft inhuman, cruel and 
barbarous Manner, Prifoners for Debt, under his Care, 
in high Violation and Contempt of the Laws of this 
Kingdom. 

2, That the Charities given by well-difpofed Perfons 
for the Relief and Suftenance of the poor Debtors con- 
fin’d in the faid Prifon of the Marfhal/ea, are notarioufly 
and fcandaloufly mifapply’d ; and that the Keeper of 
thie faid Prifon, and his Dependents and Agents, in- 
ftead of diftributing the faid Charities to the faid poor 
Debtors, have moft unjuftifiably poffeffed themfel ves 
thereof, and wickedly perverted the fame to their own 
Ufes, to the great Fraud and Oppreffion of the faid 
poor Prifoners in general, and to the ftarving of many, 
who have perifh’d in the faid Prifon for want thereof. 

3. That Mr. ‘fotn Darby, Keeper of the faid Prifon 
of the Marfhal/ea, having contrary to, and in Defiance 
of the Law, Ict to Farm his faid Gaol and Office, and 
the Profits thereof, unto the faid William A€ton, and ha- 
ving grofly negle&ted his Duty in not preventing or 
remedying the faid Inhumanities, Cruelties, Frauds, 
and Abufes, is guilty of a-high Mifdemeanor in his 
Office, and a notorious Breach of his Truft, in Con- 
tempt of the Law, and to the great Oppreffion and Ruin 
of many of his Majefty’s Subjetts. 

Then Mr. Oglethorpe acquainted the Houfe, that he 
was direSted by the Committee to move, That an hum- 
ble Addrefs be prefenied to his Majefty, that he will be 
gracioufly pleafed to direst his Attorney-General forth- 
with to profecute in the moft effectual Manner, the faid 

William 
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William Aéton and Fokn Dardy, for their faid Crimes and 
Mifdemeanors: Which Addrefs was unanimoutly voted s 
and this fecond Report, with the Appendixes, and the 
Refolutions of the Houfe thereupon, were order’d to be 
printed. It was alfo order’d, that the Clerk of the 
Houfe fhould deliver back Captain Vernon’s Original 
Letters to Mr. Burchett, with the Papers inclofed, pre- 
fented to the Houfe the 31ft of March laft, by Mr. Cocks 
burn, from the Lords Commiflioners of the Admiralty. 

By this Time, the King was come to the Houfe of 
Peers, with the ufual State and Solemnity, and the 
Commons being fent for up, and attending, his Majetty 
was pleafed to give the Royal Affent to the following 
publick Bills, viz. 

1. An Aét for laying a Duty upon Compound Waters or 
Spirits, and for licenfing the Retailers thereof. 

2. An A& to afcertain the Cuftom payable for Corn and 
Grain imported ; for better afcertaining the Price and 
Quantity of Corn and Grain, for which a Bounty is payable 
upon Exportation ; for appropriating the Supplies granted 
in this Seffion of Parliament ; and for giving further Time 
to Clerks and Apprentices to pay Duties omitted to be paid 
for their Indentures and Contratts. 

3. An A& to enable her Majefty to be Regent of this 
oa ogg during his Majefty’s Abfence, without taking the 

aths. ' 

4. An A& for eftablifhing an Agreement with Seven of 
the Lords Proprietors of Carolina, for the Surrender of 
their Title and Intereft in that Province to his Majefly. 

5. An Aét for better Prefervation of his Majefty’s Woods 
in America, and for the Encouragement of the Importation 
of Naval Stores from thence, and to encourage the Importa- 
tion of Mafts, Yards, and Bow/prights from that Part of 
Great Britain call’d Scotland. 

6. An A& to repeal aClaufe in an A& made in the Ninth 
Year of his late Majefty’s Reign, which prohibits the lmpor- 
tation of Tobacco ftript from the Stalk or Stem, 

7» An A&t to difcharge the Truftces appointed (by an At 
of the Seventh Year of his late Majefty’s Reign, for raifing 
Money upon the Eftates of the late Direétors of the South- 
Sea Company, and others) of their Truft, and to vef? in the 
Company fuch of the Eftates which were vefted in the faid 
Truftees as remain undifpofed of, as alfa the Produce of 
fuch Effates and Effetts as have been difpofed of by the 
Truftees, 
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8. An A&t for indemnifying Perfons who have omitted to 
qualify themfelves for Offices or Employments within the 

ime limited by Law, and for allowing further Time for 
that Purpofe, &c. 

9. An Aét for obviating any Doubts or Difficulties that 
may arife from an A&t for Sale of fuch of the Forfeited 
Eftates in Scotland as remain unfold, and are vefted in the 
Crown, and for determining fuch Claims on the faid Fftates, 
as having been duly enter’d, remain undetermin'd. 

10. An Aét to revive the Laws therein mention’d, rela- 
Zing to the Importation of Foreign Brandy, and other Waters 
and Spirits ; for Importation of Cochineal ; to continue fe 
veral Aéts for preventing Frauds in Cuftoms ; for Encou- 
ragement of the Silk Manufaétures of this Kingdom; for 
making Copper Ore of the Britith Plantations an Enumerated 
Commodity ; for making perpetual an Aé&t therein mention’d, 
for fuppreffing of Piracy ; for enabling Perfons profecuted 
upon the Capias, in Relation to the Running of Goods, to 
defend in Forma Pauperis 5 for more effettual debarring of 
unlawful Games; for licenfirg Retailers of Brandy and 
other diftill’d Liquors 3 and for better Regulation of Licen- 
ces for common Inns and Alehoufes. 

11. 4n Aét for better paving and cleanfing the Streets 
in the City and Liberty of Weftmintter, and other Places 
within the Weekly Bills of Mortality. 

_ 12. An A& to explain and amend an Aét, 12 George I. 
zo prevent Abufes in the making of Bricks and Tyles, and to 
afcertain the Dimenfions thereof, &c. 

13. An Aét for the more effectual preventing Bribery and 
Corruption in the Eleftions of Members to ferve in Parlia- 
ment. 

14. An A& for the more effectual preventing and further 
Punifhment of Forgery, Perjury, and Subornation of Per- 
jury, and to make it Felony to fteal Bonds, Notes, or other 
Securities for Payment of Money. 

15. An Aét for the Relief of Infolvent Debtors. 

16. An A& for the Relief Debtors, with re{peét to the 
Imprifonment of their Perfons. 

17. An Aét for the more effectual Collefting in Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland, and other Parts of his Majefty’s Domi- 
nions, the Duties granted for the Support of the Royal Ho- 

ital at Greenwich. 

18. An A&t for making more effectual feveral Aéts paffed 
relating to Watermen, Wherrymen, and Lightermen, Rowing 
on the River Thames, and for detter ordering and govern- 
ing {uch Watermen, Wherrymen, and Lightermen, 








19. An 








N° LV for the Tea? 1729. i9? 

19. An Ait for the better Regulation and Government of 
Seamen in the Merchants Service. 

20. An Att for regulating, well-ordering, governing and 
improving the Oyfter-Fifhery in the River Medway, and 
Waters thereof, under the Authority of the Mayor ard Citi- 
mens of the City of Rocheftet in the County of Kent. 

21. An Act for the detter Regulation of Attorneys and 
Solicitors. : 

22. An Aét for the Trial of Murders, in Cafes where 
the Stroke or Death only happens, within that Part of Great 
Britain called England, ; 

23. An Att for making more effettial the Atts palfed for 
repairing the Road from the Stores End in Shoreditch, in 
the County of Middlefex, to the furthermoft Part of the 
iia Rodd in the Parifh of Enfield in the fame County, 

c. 

24. An Alt for the more effectual repairing the Highways 
between Shepherds-Shord, and Horfley-Upright Gate, 
leading down Bagdon Hill in the County of Wilts. 

25. An Abt for repairing the feveral Roads therein mene 
tion’d, leading into the Town of Leominfter in the Gounty 
of Hereford. 

26. An Aét for making the Hamlet of Spittle-fields ix 
the Parifh of St. Dunftan-Stebunheath alias Stepney, ix 
the County of Middlefex, a diftinft Pari/h, and for provi- 
ding a Maintenance for the Minifter of fuch new Parish. 

27. An A& for making the Hamlet of Wapping Stepney, 
in the Parifh of St. Dunftan Stebunheath alias Stepney, 
tn the County of Middlefex, a diftin&t Parifh, and for pro- 
wg a Maintenance for the Minifter of the New Church 
there. 

28. An Ait for to make the Chappel of Eafe of the Holy 
and undivided Trinity in the Town of Leeds in the County 
of York, a perpetual Cure and Benefice, and for defraying 
of fome Expences in finiffiing the faid Chappel, yet remain- 
ing unpaid, 

29. An Aét to impower his Majefty to vifit the Collegiate 
Church ig Manchefter, during fuch Time as the Warden/hip 





of the faid Church is or fhall be held in Commendam witt 

the Bifhoprick of Chefter. 
©. An A&t ta impower his Majeffy, his Heirs and Suc- 
ceffors, daring the Life of Thomas Bambridge, E/g; to 
grant the Office of Warden of the Prifon of the Fleet, to 
fuch Perfon or Perfons as his Majefty fhall think fit, and to 
éncapacitate the faid Thomas Bambridge to enjoy the /aid 
Office, or any other rer “a 
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His Majefty was likewife pleas’d, during the Courfe 
of this Seflion, to give the Royal Affent to the follow. 
ing Private Aéts. 


The Titles of the Private Aéts pafs’d in the Second 
Seflion of the Seventh Parliament of Great Britain, 
in the Second Year of the Reign of King George II, 


WN Aé to naturalize Peter Frere Brotherfon. 

2. An Aét for exemplifying the feveral Wills-and Co- 
dicils of James late Earl of Anglefey, and John late Earl 
of Anglefey, and for making the [ame Evidence in all Courts 
of Law and Equity in Great Britain and Ireland. 

3. An Aét to enable Thomas Scawen, E/q; and others, 
to make Leafes of feveral Manors and Lands in Cornwall, 
according to the Guftom of that County, and of the feveral 
Manors in which the fame do lie. 

4. An Ait for naturalizing Peter Lampierre, John Ste- 
phen Benezet, Stephen Teiflier, Godfrey Schreve, and 
others. ; 

5. An Ai for naturalizing John Jacob Dillenius, 
Bridget Pollard, and John Elout. 

6. An Aét for naturalizing James Paffano. 

7- An Aét for Sale of two undivided fourth Parts of 
the Manor and Lands of and in Steane in the County of 
Northampton, the Inheritance of the Right Hon. the Lady 
Mary Grey and Jemima Campbell, and for laying out the 
Money arifing by fuch Sale in the Purchafe of an entire 
Eftate to be fettled tothe fame Ufes. 

8. An Att for fettling the Eftates of John Earl of 
Grandifon in the Kingdom of Ireland, and James Fitz- 
gerald Villiers, E/qg; commonly called Lord Villiers, his 
Son and Heir apparent, pe che: to an Agreement made 
before, and in Confideration of, the Marrioge of the faid 
Lord Villiers with Jane his Wife. 

9. An At for felling Part of the fettled Eftate (lying 
in the County of Lancafter) of Richard Lord Vifcount Mo- 
Ivneux in the Kingdom of Ireland, for raifing Money to 
difcharge his Father’s Incumbrances thereon, and likewife 
for making Provifion for his Brothers and Sifters, and for 
the Payment of his own Debts, and for fettling other Lands 
as an Equivalent for the fame. 

10. An Aét to enable Henry Chaytor, Gent. to limit a 
Fointure to a Wife, and to lett Leafes for twenty-one Years, 
of his Eftate at Croft in the County of York, 

11, dn 
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11. An A&t to enable Robert Cotefworth, E/y; to /ell 
Part of an Eftate held by Leafe of the Bifhop of Durham, 
for Difcharge of his Debts. 

12. An Aét for the more effettual putting in Execution 
an Ait of Parliament made and palfed in the 12th Year of 
the Reign of his late Majefty King George I. entituled, An 
A& for the Sale of feveral Eftates of Henry Grey, Efys in 
the County of Southampton, and for fettling other Eftates 
of equal Value in the Counties of Berks and Wilts-to the 
fame Ufes. 

13. An Aé to veft feveral Meffuages, Lands, and Tene- 
ments, in the Parifh of Stoke-Canon in the County of De- 
von, in Truftees, to be fold for the Payment of the Debts 
of Bamfyld Rodd, E/q; deceas'd.  ~ 

14. An Aét for vefting in Thomas Lamplugh, Clerk, 
and his Heirs, the Rettory of Felkirk in the County of York, 
being Leafehold for three Lives, comprized in his Marriage- 
Settlement ; and for fettling other Fee-Simple Lands and 
Tenements in Potto in the fame County, of better Value, in 
lieu thereof. 

15. An Aét for vefting in Truftees the feveral Manors 
and Lands therein mention’d, the Eftate of Henry Perrot, 
E/q; in Truft for him and his Heirs, free from the Charges 
of his Marriage-Settlement, on his fettling other Eftates of 
greater Value to the fame Ufes, in lieu thereof. 

16. An A& for Sale of part of the Eftate of Walter 
Radcliffe, E/g; in the Counties of Devon and Somerfet, 
and for fettling other Lands of equal Value in the [aid 
County of Devon, to the fame Ufes, in lieu thereof. 

17. An A&t for vefting all the Lands and Hereditaments 
in the County of Tipperary in the Kingdom of Ireland, late 
the Eftate of Godfrey Boate, E/q; (late one of the FYuptices 
of his Majefty’s Court of King’s-Bench, in that Kingdom) 
deceafed, in Truftees, to be fold for the Payment of the 
Debts of the faid Godfrey Boate, and for other Purpo/es. 

18. An Abt for Sale of the Eftate of William Carter, 
Eq; in the Counties of Denbigh, Flint, and Carnarvon, 
and to fettle other Manors and Lands in the County of Win- 
coln, of greater Value, to the fame Ufes. 

19. An A& for inclofing part of a Common, call’d Barnet 
Common, belonging to the Manor of Chipping-Barnet in 
the County of Hertford ; and for vefting a certain annuob 
Rent-Charge in Truftees, for the Benefit of the Poor of t/e 
Parifh of Chipping-Barnet, for ever. 

20. An Aét for vefting the Advowfon of the Vicarage 
of Brafferton in the County of York, in his Majefty, in ex- 
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chauge for the Advowfon of the Vicarage of Bithopthorp 
in the fame County, thereby vefled in the Archbifhop of York, 

21. An Aét to enable William Graham, Son of John 
Graham, late Alderman of Drogheda in the Kingdom of 
Ireland, to make Leafes of feveral Parts of his Eftate in 
the Counties of Lowth and Meath, and in the County of the 
Town of Drogheda, for the better Improvement thereof. 

22. An A&t for dividing and inclofing the Common call’d 
Elfdon Common, in the Farifh of Elfdon in the County of 
Northumberland. 

23. An A& for exemplifying the laff Will of Edmund 
Warneford, E/q; and for making the fame Evidence in all 
Courts of Law and Equity in Great Britain and {reland. 

24. An Aét to enable Kinard de la Bere, E/q; Committee 
of the Eftate of Thomas Ridler, E/q; a Lunatick, to felt 
and di/pofe of part of the Per/fonal Eftate of the faid Luna- 
sick, for the Payment of his Debts. 

25. An A& for inclofing Aldham and Boyne Commons, 
belonging to the Parith of Hadleigh in the County of Suffolk, 
for the better Maintenance of the Poor of the faid Parifh. 

26. An Aét to enable James Moore, and his Iffue Male, 
zo take the Sirname of Smythe, according to the Will of 
William Smythe, E/q; deceafed, and for vefting in Tru. 
frees 23164. 16s. 104. South-Sea Annuities, part of the 
Eftate of the faid William Smythe, to be fold for the 
Purpofes therein mention'd. 

27. An A&t for confirming the Inclofure and Divifion of 

he Common Fields and Common Grounds within the Parifh of 
hurnfcoe in the County of York. 

28. An Abt for confirming Exchanges, Allotments, Divi- 
Sions, and Inclofures of Lands in the Parifh of Wick-Rifing- 
‘ton in the County of Gloucefier, and for eftablifhing the Pays 
ment of a yearly Sum ta the Reétor and his SuccefJors, in liew 
of Tythes, purfuant to Agreements between Vincent Oakley, 
E/q; deceas’d, and the other Proprietors of the faid Lands. 

29. An Att to enable Humphrey Wyrley Birch, E/7; 
and his Heirs, and I{Jue Male, to make and ufe the Sirname 
of Wyrley, purfuant to the Deed of Settlement made on the 
Marriage of Peter Birch, Doétor im Divinity, with the 
Daughter of Humfrey Wyrley. E/q; deceas'd. 

0. An Aét to enable Arthur Geoghegan alias Stafford, 
E/q; to take upon him the Sirname of Stafford only. 

31. An Aét to diffolve the Marriage of Thamas Cobb 
with Rachel Krebs, and to enable him to marry again; ana 

For other Purpofes therein mention’ 4. 


32. An Aét for naturalizing John Jullian and Iaac Pan- 
chaud. After 
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After the King had given the Royal Affent to the Pub- 
lick and Private Aéts, his Majefty was pleafed to make 
a moft gracious Speech to both Houfes of Parliament, as 
follows, viz. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

HE Seafon of the Year, and the Difpatch you have 

given to the publick Bufinefs, make it proper for 

me to put an End to this Seflion of Parliament ; which 

I cannot do without exprefling my Satisfaétion at the 

juft Regard you have fhewn upon all Occafions, to my 
onour, and to the true Intereft of my People. 

The Prudence and Temper with which you have pro- 
ceeded at this critical Conjunéture, have been very ac- 
ceptable to me, and cannot fail of meeting with gene- 
ral Approbation ; Your feveral Determinations upon 
Matters of the greateft Nicety and Importance, have 
- fhewn you not infenfible of the Difiiculties we labour 
under, without fuffering yourfelves to be tranfported, 
and carry’d into any unreafonable Warmths and Animofi- 
ties: You have confider’d the Loffes of our Merchants, 
with a becoming Compaflion and Concern ; and received 
their Complaints in fuch a Manner, as will beft con+ 
duce to the obtaining them Juftice and Satisfaction ; and 
you may be affur’d, no Endeavours fhall be wanting on 
my Part, to anfwer the Expeftations and Wifhes of my 
People. 

Gentlemen of the Houfe of Commons, 

The Supplies which you have granted me, and fo ef- 
fe&tually raifed, in a Manner the leaft Burthenfome to 
my Sybjefts, are a new Proof of your Zeal, Affeétion, 
and Readinefs to fupport me in the Defence and Pro- 
te&tion of the Rights and Privileges of my Kingdom. 
It isa great Satisfa@tion to me to obferve, that you have 
been thus able ta. fupply the neceffary Charges and Ex- 
pences that have been unavoidably brought and conti- 
nu’d upon us, and at the fame Time to make a further 
Progrefs in leffening and reducing the National Debt. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

T have already acquainted you, that it being neceflary 
for me to vifit my German Dominions this Year, I have 
determin’d to make the Queen Regent here, during my 
Abfence ; and-I muft in a particular Manner recommend 
it to you all, to make her Adminiftration as eafy as pof- 
fible, by preferving the Peace and Quiet of the King- 
dom, in your feveral Stations and Countries; and by 
endeavouring’ to difcoyntenance and reftrain the vile and 
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feditious Praétices of raifing unjuft Clamours, and crea- 
ting Difcontents in the Minds of my People. 





And afterwards the Lord Chancellor, by his Majefty’s 
Command, faid, 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

It is his Majefty’s Royal Will and Pleafure, that this 
Parliament be prorogued to Tuefday the two and twen- 
tieth Day of ‘July next, to be then here held ; and this 
Parliament is accordingly prorogued to Tuefday the 
two and twentieth Day of uly next. 


Thus ended the Second Seffion of the Seventh Parlia- 
ment of Great Britain, more calmly than by many had 
been expected. 


eetsaWseWseKecKewtsstsMeKseKestoertoeioaksatsaks 


SCOTLAND. 


PROCEEDINGS of the General Affembly of the Church 
of Scotland, 


N the firft of May, the General Affembly of the 

Church of Scotland met at Edinburgh, and after 
Sermon preach’d by the Rev. Mr. William Hamilton, Pro- 
feffor of Divinity in the Univerfity of that City, Mo- 
derator to the Affembly in the Year 1727, (the Rev. 
Principal Wifhart, Moderator to the laft Affembly, be- 
ing indifpofed) the Rev. Mr. ames Alfton, Minifter of 
Dirleton, was chofen Moderator. 

The Royal Commiffion, appointing the Right Hon. 
David Earl of Buchan his Majefty’s High Commiffioner 
and Reprefentative in the Affembly, and his Majefty’s 
moft gracious Letter to the Affembly, being publickly 
read with all due Honour and Refpe&t, and order’d to be 
recorded, his Grace the Commiflioner made a Speech to 
the Affembly; in return to which, the Moderator made 
another, and the Commifioner deliver’d in his Majefty’s 
Letter of Gift of 1000/. Sterl. for this Year, to be be- 
ftow’d for Encouragement of Itinerant Millionaries in 
the Highlands. Then the Affembly named a Committee 
for anfwering his Majefty’s Letter, another for Over- 
tures, a third for Bills, anda fourth for Inftruétions ; 
which laff Committee were order’d in the firft Place, to, 
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confider the Inftruftions from Presbyteries, concerning 
the Cafe of Mr. ohn Simfon, Profeffor of Divinity in 
the College of G/a/gow. 

The Aifembly having caufed to be read the 9th A@ 
of the laft Affembly, concerning Profeffor Sim/on, and 
Minute with refpect to him fubjoined thereto, he was 
call’d, and an Excufe made by his Procurator, that the 
Circumftances of his Family are at prefent fuch, that 
he could not leave it; but in a Letter he promifes, if 
the Affembly think his Prefence needful, he, upon 
their Call, will ufe his utmoft Endeavours to wait on 
them. Which Excufe the Aflembly admitted for that 
Sederunt, or Sitting, 





His Majefty’s moft gracious Letter to the General Alfembly, 
was as follows : 

GEORGE R. 

IGHT Reverend and Well-beloved, we greet you 
well. The Zeal for the Honour and Glory of God, 
and the Advancement of true Religion and Piety, the 
Loyalty and AffeStion for our Perfon and Government, 
and the Love of your Country, which have fo eminent- 
ly appear’d in your former Affemblies, have induced us 
with great Willingnefs to countenance your prefent 
Meeting, by our Approbation and Royal Authority ; 
and to renew to you, upon this Occafion, the Afluran- 
ces of our conftant Refolution to fupport and maintain 
the Church of Scotland eftablifh’d by Law, in the full 
Enjoyment of all its juft Rights and Privileges. 

As we make no Doubt but you come together with 
the fame good Difpofitions and Intentions, fo you may 
always depend upon our Proteétion and Affiftance, in 
whatever may promote the true Intereft of the Church, 
of which you are Members, and tend to the preventing 
of the Growth of Popery, and to the difcouraging and 
fupprefling of Prophanenefs and Immorality ; and we 
are tully perfwaded that you are fo fenfible of the great 
Importance of a good Agreement and Unanimity among 
yourfelves, to the Succefs of your Councils and Refolu. 
tions, that your Debates will be conduéted with that 
(Moderation and Brotherly Love and Charity, which are 
‘becoming fo venerable an Affembly, and which will fur- 
ther entitle you to our Roya! Favour. 

We have made Choice of cur right trufty and entirely 
beloved Coufin, David Earl of Buchan, to reprefent our 
Royal Perfon in this Aflembly, whofe known Zeal for 
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our Service, and firm Adherence to the Principles of the 
Church of Scotland, and Concern for its Profperity, 
will, we doubt not, make him very acceptable to youg 
and as we entirely rely upon his Capacity, Diligence, 
and Application, in the Difcharge of fo great a Truft, 
we have the fame Dependence, that you will on your 
Part, by your Unanimity and Difpatch of the Bufinefs 
proper for your Confideration, contribute to the attain- 
ing thofe good Ends for which you are conven’d. And 
fo we bid you heartily farewel. Given at out Court,at 
St. Fames’s, the 16th Day of April 1729, in the Second 
Year of our Reign. 
By his Majefty’s Command, . 
HOLLIS NEWCASTLE, 








Direfted thus. To the Right Reverend and Well- 
beloved the Moderator, Minifters and Elders of 
the General Affembly of the Church of Scotland, . 


The next Day (May 2) the Affembly fpent the Sit- 
ting in Prayer 5 and order’d their Clerk, or Secretary, 
to write a Letter to Profeffor Sim/on, to require him to 
appear before the Affembly the 6th Inftant. 

On the 3d of May, the General Affembly having 
heard twice read the Draught of an Anfwer to his Ma- 
jefty’s moft gracious Letter to them, did unanimoufly 
approve of it, and a fair Copy thereof was at the Affem- 
bly’s Defire, fubfcribed by the Moderator in their Pre- 
fence, which his Grace the Commiffioner, was pleafed 
to undertake to tranfmit to his Majefty, under his Gos 
wer. The faid Anfwer was as follows : 


May it pleafe your Majefty, ' 

OUR Miajefty’s honouring us with your moft 
racious Letter, and being pleafed to make favouw- 
rable Mention of that Zeal for the Honour and Glory of 
God, and the Advancement of true Religion and Piety, 
that Loyalty and Affeftion to your Royal Perfon and 
Government, and that Love of our Country, which 
have appear’d in former Generel] Affemblies of thfs 
Church, is to us the greateft Encouragement to endeg- 
vour to imitate them ; and gives us Reafon to blef$ God, 
that we have a Sovereign upon the Throne, who efteems 
fuch Qualities worthy of his particular Approbation, 
and with whom the Difcharge of our Duty is the Way 

to recommend us to his Royal Favour, . 
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That your Majefty is fo gracioufly pleafed to renew 
unto us, upon this Occafion, the Affurances of your 
conftant Refolution to fupport and maintain the Church 
of Scotland, eftablifh’d by Law, in the full Enjoyment 
of all its juft Rights and Priviliges, tho’ it cannot in- 
deed add any Thing to that full Security of Mind, with 
which we entirely rely’d upon thofe which your Majefty 
hath been pleafed to give us before, yet it does fenfibly 
ftir up in our Hearts the warmeft Sentiments of Duty 
and Gratitude, which we are capable to entertain. 

The Encouragement we have from your Majeity, al- 
ways to depend upon your Royal Proteftion and Affi- 
ftance, in whatever may promote the true Intereft of 
this Church, and tend to prevent the Growth of Popery, 
and to the difcouraging of Vice and Immorality, mutt 
needs anirhate our Endeavours to purfue thefe great and 
good Ends. 

Your Majefty, with the moft endearing Goodnefs, puts 
tis in Remembrance of how great Importance a good 
Agreement and Unanimity among ourfelves, is to the 
Succefs of our Counfels and Refolutions ; and we fhall be 
thuch to blame, if we do not behave ourfelves with that 
Moderation and BrotherlyLove and Charitywhich become 
us, and may further entitle us to your Royal Favour. 

The Earl of Auchan’s Zeal for your Majefty’s Service, 
and firm Adherence to the Principles of this Church, 
and Concern for its Profperity, are juftly acknowledg’d 
by all to whom his Charater is known ; and thefe, to- 
gether with the dear Remembrance we have of his 
noble Progenitors, cannot but render your Majefty’s 
Choice of him, to reprefent your Royal Perfon in this 
Affembly, moft acceptable to us; and we fhall think 
ourfelves very happy, if God fhall enable us, by our 
Unanimity and Difpitch of the Bufinefs proper for our 
Confideration, to contribute on our Part, according to 
your Majetty’s Expectation, to the attaining thefe good 
Ends for which we are conven’d. 

With much Thankfulnefs did we receive from the 
Hand of your Majefty’s Commiffioner your Roya! War- 
rant for continuing the charitable and bountiful Dona- 
tion beftow’d for the Propagation of Chriitian Know- 
ledge, and of true Religion, in the Highlands and Ifands 
of this Country, the Effetts whereof in Time paft, have 
been fuch, as we hope, have already procured for your 
Royal Perfor and Family, the Bleflings and Prayers of 
tany Souls, that have profited by it. 
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And that God may plentifully reward your Majefty, 
for all that you do for the advancing of his Glory, and 
of the Intereit of Religion, and for all the Encourage- 
ment which you are pleafed to give to this Church ; that 
he may multiply his beft Bleflings upon your Majefty’s 
Perfon, and grant you a long and glorious Reign overa 
happy and loyal People ; that he may honour your Ma- 
jetty to be an Inftrument of preferving the Proteftant 
Religion, the Peace of Europe, and the juft Rights and 
Privileges of all your Subjeéts; that he may richly 
Dblefs your Royal Confort the Queens and now that his 
Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales, whofe happy Ar- 
rival in Britain, we efteem a great Bleffing to ourfelves, 
and to all our Fellow-Subjeéts, is, together with the 
reft of your Royal Offspring, adorning your Majefty’s 
Court, that God may enrich their Souls with all thofe 
Graces and Qualifications, which befit their high Cha- 
rater, that he may be their Father, and the Guide of 
their Youth ; and that all the Bleflings of God’s ever- 
Jafting Covenant, may be the Portion of your Majefty, 
and of all your Royal Family, are and fhall be the 
Prayers of, 








May it pleafe your Majefty, 


Your Majefty’s moft faithful, moft obedient, and 
moft loyal Subjetts, 


The Minifters and Elders met in the National 
Affembly of the Church of Scotland. 


Sign’d in our Prefence, in our Name, 
and at our Appointment, by 
JA. ALSTON, Moderator. 


The fame Day, ( May3) the Affembly appointed 
‘Committees to revife the Regifters of the Attings of 
the Commifhoners of the late Aflembly of the Com- 
mittee for Reformation of the Highlands and Iflands, 
and of the feveral Synods. Upona Reprefentation of 
the Society in Scotland for propagating Chriftian Know- 
ledge, the Affembly did renew their former Recommen- 
dations to Deficients in contributing to the faid Society’s 
Funds ; earneftly intreating them yet to contribute 
chearfully to fo excellent and Chriftian an Undertaking, 
and fend in their Donations to Mr. ‘fofeph Cave, Mer- 
chant in Edinburgh, their Treafurer 5; and recommended 
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to the feveral Presbyteries where the Society’s Schools 
are or may be fettled, to vifit them frequently, give 
them all due Encouragement, and report to the Society 
the State of them, according to the Rules laid down in 
the printed State of the Society’s Affairs. After this 
it was refolv’d, at their firft Diet to confider the Appeal 
of the Town and Parifh of Dundee, from the Sentences 
of the Presbytery of Linlithgow, and Synod of Lothian 
and Tweedale, refufing to remove Mr. ohn Wilkie, Mi- 
nifter at Uphall, to Dundee. 

On the 5th, the Procefs for tranfporting (or remo- 
ving) of Mr. Wilkie to Dundee, being again moved, and 
Parties fully heard, particularly Mr. Wilkie, who did 
exprefs his great Averfion to this Tranfportation ; the 
Affembly, after reafoning, put the Queflion, Tranfport 
or Not ? And it was carry’d Not, by a great Majority. 
But the Affembly having great Sympathy with the 
Magiitrates and People of Dundee, in their prefent Cir- 
cum‘tances, refolved to afford them all Support and Re- 
lief chat they can, and impower’d the Commiffion to be 
named by them, to receive and determine in any Refe- 
rences or Appeals that fhal!l be brought before them, in 
order to the fpeedy planting of the Town and Parith of 
Dundee. 

A Petition for Mr. ‘John Glas, Minifter at Tealing, was 
moved, and the Deliverance of the Committee for Bills 
thereupon being read, giving itas their Opinion, that a 
Committee fhould be appointed to meet with Mr. Glas, 
and the Members of the Synod of Angus and Mearns, 
and hear them upon the whole Procefs, and bring in 
their Report and Opinion thereupon, as foon as they 
can 3 the Aflembly appointed a Committee to that Ef- 
fect. 

The Affembly having heard a Petition of the Presby- 
tery of Longifland, they inftru&ted the Commiffion, and 
Committce for Reformation of the Highlands, to be 
nominated by them, to do what they can to get the Ob- 
ftruftions that lie in the Way of New Ereétion in Barra, 
South and North Uifts, and Harris, removed ; and the 
faid Commiffion to ufe all Endeavours proper for them 
to obtain Parochial Judges and Schools in the Bounds of 
the faid Presbytery, and to affift them in obtaining 
Churches and Manfes to be built according tu Law, and 
gaining the Confent and Concurrence of the Heretors, 
for carrying on the Intereft of Religion and fupprelling 
af Vice, 
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An Appeal of the Presbytery of Aberdeen, the Here. 
tors and Elders of Oldmachar, Magiftrates and Town- 
Council of Old Aberdeen, from a Sentence of the Synod 
of Aserdeen, appointing a Concurrence with a Call to 
Principal Chalmers to be Minitter of O/dmachar, and his 
Admiffion there, being tranfmitted, and the Affembly 
having called Parties, refolved to confider the Cafe, the 
firitof all private Caufes depending before them. 

The next Day (May6) the Affembly caufed to be 
read the A& of the laft ANembl», concerning Profeffor 
Simfon, and it being reported, that the Committee for 
InftruGtions, had read all the Inftru€tions from the feve- 
ral Presbyteries laid before them, relative to Mr. Sim/on’s 
Cafe, and claffed the fame, which they tranfmitted to 
the Committee for Overtures, who had agreed to tranf- 
mit the faid Clafling to the Affembly ; and that the In- 
ftrutions Jie upon the Table, to be perufed by Mem- 
bers, and had tranfmitted the following Overture abdut 
them, viz. ‘ That whatever Regard is to be had to 
* thofe Inftruétions, yet no Member of the Affembly 
* is ty’d down to a&t or vote according to the Initruétions 
© he has receiv’d from the Presbytery he reprefents ; 
“ nor is the Affembly obliged to'give Judgment in the 
© Affair according to the Opinion of the Plurality of 
¢ Presbyteries, unlefs they find the fame to be juft; 
© but that the Afflembly, and every Member of it, ig 





*€ at full Liberty to a& therein, according as God thall 


© give them Light and Direétion, after hearing and 
© confidering all that may be faid upon the Caufe.” The 
General Affembly did approve of the faid Overture, 
and declare accordingly ; and the faid Claffing being 
read, the Inftru&tions themfelves were laid upon the 
Table. Then Mr. Sim/on was call’d, and appearing, was 
acquainted that the Affembly were to proceed in his 
Affair, and to know what he had further to offer ? He 
reprefented, That tho’ he might plead that he was not 
regularly fifled, (or cited) not having been warmed by 
the laft Affembly apud afta, yet to fhew all Deference 
to the Authority of the Affembly, he did not incline 
to infiit on this Defence, but was ready to hear what the 
Affembly fhould be pleafed to fay to him ; and then 
withdrew. Afterwards the Queftion being moved, Whe- 
ther the Profeffor was legaliv and duly fifted ? the 
Affembly found that in Refpe&t of what was done at 
the laft Sederunt of the former Affembly, and intimated 
to him, what had been done for fifting him in preceding 
, Sederunts 
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Sederunts of this Affembly, and of what he had now 
reprefented, he was duly fifled before them. 

Then it was moved in Mr. Sim/on’s Behalf, that the 
Reprefentation of the Univerfity of G/a/gow to the Ge- 
neral Affembly concerning him, fhould be read; which 
was done accordingly, The faid Reprefentation is as 
follows, viz. 


TS Univerfity of Glafgow, taking under their 
Confideration the Procefs now in Dependence againtt 
Mr. Yohn Simfon, Profeffor of Divinity in the faid Uni- 
verfity 5 and judging, that altho’ the late General Af 
fembly did not think fit to order the faid Procefs to be 
tranfmitted to the feveral Univerfities of Scotland, as 
they did to the feveral Presbyteries ; yet it will be 
owned, that the faid Univeriities, and this in particular, 
have a fpecial Intereft and Concern in that Affair: We 
beg leave, with all due Refpe&t, to reprefent to the en- 
fuing General Affembly, That altho’ we own that Mr. 
Simfon, and every Minifter and Member of this Church, 
is fubje&t to the Difcipline of this Church, for Crimes 
or Errors any of them may be guilty of, deferving Ec- 
clefiaftical Cenfure ; and that the Venerable Affembly, 
or any particular Judicatures under whofe Infpettion 
they are, have Power to infli€&t upon them any Ecclefia- 
flical Cenfures, the faid Crimes or Errors may be found 
to deferve: Yet, the Obligations we are under, to main- 
tain, by all proper Methods, the Rights and Privileges 
of Univerfities, which are-fecured to them by the Crown, 
their Charters, Grants, or Afts of Parliament in their 
Favour, oblige us to declare, that we cannot allow that 
any Cenfure of an Ecclefiaftical Nature upon the faid 
Mr. Sim/fon, can affett his Office in this Univerfity. 

Yet out of the great Regard we have to this Church, 
and to its Peace and Quiet, and to our Holy Religion, 
as it is held out to us in the Scriptures, and fumm’d 
up in the Confeffion of Faith, and Catechifms of this 
Church ; and from the particular Knowledge we have of 
the Doétrine, Condu&, and Behaviour of the faid Mr 
Simfon : We cannot but humbly offer it as our Opinion 
to the Venerable Affembly, That, confidering the Na- 
ture of the Proof contained in the feveral Depofitions 
taken in the Procefs now in Dependence, and the Excul- 
pations offer’d and proved by the faid Mr. Sim/on, and 
his Declarations given in to the laft Affembly, which 
the Affembly found to be Sound and sana and 

wherein 
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wherein he renounces the Erroneous Tenets contain’d in 
the Libel, as having never been his Opinions ; and alfo 
the Satisfaf&tion he has given to us of his Soundnefs in 
the Doétrine of the Holy Trinity, as it is believed and 
taught in this Church, as otherwife, fo particularly by 
a Paper given in by him, and fign’d in the Prefence of 
the Faculty, of this Date ; and the Opportunity we 
have had to obferve, that his Behaviour fince he has 
been laid under Cenfure, has been humble, modeft, and 
refpe&tful to the Judicatures of this Church, and every 
Way fuitable to thofe found Declarations he made to the 
laft General Affembly : On thefe Grounds, we fay, we 
cannot but humbly offer it as our Opinion to the Ve- 
nerable Aflembly, That the Sentence of the Jaft General 
Affembly, fufpending the faid Mr. Simfon from Preach- 
ing and Teaching, and all Exercife of any Ecclefiattical 
Power or Funétion, fhould be taken off, and he be re- 
flored to the Exercife of his Miniitry, in all the Parts 
of it. 





This Step which the Univerfity of Gla/gow made, both 
in Mr. Simjon’s Favour, and in Vindication of their own 
Rights and Privileges, was founded upon a Declaration 
which that Profeffor gave in to that Learned Body, on 
the 29th of April, viz. 


ERE I of different Sentiments from this Church, 

as to the Do€trine of the Holy Trinity, as it is 
well fumm’d’ up in our Confeffion of Faith, which I 
had Occafion to fubfcribe twice at leaft, before the Pref- 
bytery of Gla/gow, and found myfelf obliged to teach 
any Thing contrary to the faid Confeflion, or the Cate- 
chifms receiv’d in this Church, I fhould not have in- 
fitted on my Defence in the prefent Procefs againft me, 
as I told the two laft Affemblies ; nor would I do fo 
much Harm to this Society, and my Colleagues, whofe 
Interefts I have at Heart, together with my own. 

But being confcious to myfelf, that I have and do fill 
believe, that our Blefled Lord Fefus Chrift, the Son of 
God, the Second Perfon of the moft Glorious and Ado- 
rable Trinity, is Very and Eternal God, of One Sub- 
itance and Equal with the Father ; and that in the 
Unity of the Godhead there be Three Perfons of One 
Subftance, Power, and Eternity, God the Father, God 
the Son, and God the Holy Ghoft ; the Father being of 
none, neither begotten, nor proceeding 3 the Son eter- 
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nally begotten of the Father; the.Holy Ghoft eternally 
proceeding from the Father and the Son 3 which Three 
Perfons are One True Eternal God, the fame in Sub- 
ftance, equal in Power and Glory, altho’ diftinguilh’d 
by their Perfonal Properties aforefaid : And thefe being 
the Articles of our Confeffion and Catechifms, which 
are laid down in the Libel, as tranigreffed by me; I can 
mott fincerely declare my Belief of them, and Adherence 
to them ; and moft of the Witneffes adduced aguin{t me, 
have deponed, That I taught them as my own Opinion, 
at the Time libelled, and did not deny or impugn any 
of them, but confirm’d and proved them, and refuted 


the Arian, Sabellian, and Socinian Errors, oppofite to 


them, which I did to the beft of my Skill. And as for 
fome dangerous Expreflions, which fome of the Witnef- 
fes have deponed, were uttered by me fifteen Months or 
more after it fhould have happen’d, without ever tel- 
ling me they had obferved fuch Expreffions, which are 
faid only to be once utter’d ; I was fo confcious to 
myfelf, that they were contrary to my fixed Opinion, 
and habitual Defign in Teaching, that I was obliged to 
deny them, from the firft Time I heard them, and could 
never look on them otherwife, than as a Trip in my 
Expreffion, or rather a Miftake in thefe Witneffes hear- 
ing, only Three of Thirty having obferved what mutt 
have made an Impreflion on the greateft Part at Jeaft. 
And after I have heard the Judgment of two Affem- 
blies, concerning the Doétrine of the Bleffed Trinity, I 
am confcious to myfelf, that Iam of the fame Senti- 
ments with them as to the Doétrine, and do adhere to 
the Declarations I gave in the preceding and laft Aflem- 
blies ; which laft Affembly found them to be Sound and 
Orthodox, and were and are my fincere Opinion; the 
moft Part of them were occafioned by Difficulties propo- 
fed to me by Members in open Affembly, without my 
fufpeSting any fuch Thing, which I gave Anfwer to off 
Hand, and drew the fame up in Writing, and gave in to 
the Affembly at their next Meeting, fign’d under my 
Hand, which were ingroffed in the Minutes of lat 
Affembly, and printed in its Proceedings, by the Af- 
fembly-Clerk’s Dire&tion, according to the Affembly’s 
Order. Sign’d at Glafgow, and alfo written, April 29, 
1729, By me, John Simfon. 


(Both thefe Papers extratted from the Minutes of Faculty, 
éy Rob. Simfon, Cl, Fac.) i 
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The next Day, May7, Profeffor Simfon made his own 
Defence before the General Affembly, to whom he des 
hiver’d himfelf in the following Speech. 





Do the more cheerfully appear before this Venerable 

Affembly, to anfwer for myfelf, becaufe the laft Ge- 
neral Affembly found to be Sound and Orthodox, my De- 
clarations which I emitted before them, touching all 
the Articles of the Libel which had been found relevant 
and proven againft me: Which Declarations were occa- 
fion’d, not from Fear of Cenfure, but by Difficulties 
concerning feveral Paffages in my Papers, propofed to 
me in open Affembly, by fome Reverend Members, 
without any previous Notice given me thereof, as thefe 
Brethren do know. To which Declarations I ftill ad- 
here, and do refer ; being confcious to myfelf, that 
thofe Declarations contain my unfeigned Sentiments on 
thefe Points, which are only a fhort View of what the 
Witneffes, adduc’d againft me, do prove, were the Truths 
I conftantly taught ; tho’ I might ufe different Words for 
exprefing them ; which will plainly appear to any who 
impartially confiders the Depofitions, extended on the 
three Branches of my Excul pation. 

And if at any Time in Teaching, any Expreffions have 
inadvertently dropp’d from me, that might be thought 
fubverfive of thofe bleffed Truths, or tend to fhake the 
Belief of them 3; after the mott ferious RefleG@ion I can 
make, my Confcience bears me Witnefs, that they have 
happen’d contrary to my fix’d Defign, and moft carneft 
Endeavours to the contrary, ata Time when I labour’d 
under a Load of Bodily Affliftiion. As alfo, I hope, it 
appears to the Aflembly, they are inconfiftent with the 
conftant Courfe and Tenor of my teaching, proving, and 
inculcating thefe Truths as my own Opinion, and re- 
commending them earneftly to my Hearers. Had it been 
otherwife, how could it have fallen out, that fo few Ex- 
preflions, and thefe but once utter’d, and taken Notice of 
by fo few of the Students, after fo narrow an Enquiry, 
and the Examination of fo many Witneffes, fhould have 
been caft up in the Procefs ? How alfo can it be thought, 
that none of all the Students who have been my Hearers, 
fhould have been found unfound on any of thefe Points 
objetted againft me, at pafling their Trials, by the Pref- 
byteries where they were licenfed or ordain’d ? For 
which I can appeal to all the Commifiioners in this Af- 
fembly. 
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Yet after all, it is moft afflitting to me, as it mutt be 
to every ingenuous Mind, that fince lait Affembly, there 
has been a greater Noife and Clamour raifed againit me, 
than at any Time before, which feems to have been 
occafion’d by anonymous Pamphlets publiih’d againft 
me about the Sitting of laft Aflembly, and fince ; a few 
of which that I have read, are fill’d with Mifcon- 
ftruStions of my Words, and Mifreprefentations of my 
Meaning $ and alfo with grofs Falfhoods and Calumny, 
artfully mixed with great Pretences to Piety and Zeal 
for the Honour of the Glorious Son of God; fome of 
which Papers have. been induftrioufly fpread among the 
People through moft Corners of the Church, whereby 
great Numbers of good Chrittians and well-meaning 
People, who give Credit tothem, were filled with the 
higheft Prejudices and Indignation againft me, and all 
thofe who had any favourable Thoughts of me. And 
no Wonder, feeing they were made to believe that I 
deny’d the Unity of the Godhead, and the Divinity of 
the Glorious Son of God our Saviour, and made him an 
inferior Kind of God ; which abominable Herelies, I do 
as much deteft, and have all along to my Power, taken 
as much Pains to confute, as any Minifter of this Church, 
or Member of this Houfe. And I cannot but pity 
the Condition of good Chriitians, that Love our Lord 
Fefus Chrift, who, thro’ their Simplicity and Weaknefs, 
have been fo grofly impos’d upon, and abufed. But 
whatever bad Effe&ts the {preading of fuch Papers have 
had upon unwary and unthinking People ; yet I per- 
fuade myfelf, they fhall have no Influence upon the 
Members of this Venerable Affembly, who, from read- 
ing the Procefs, may fee with their own Eyes, the In- 
juftice that is thereby done me. Were I guilty of fuch 
blafphemous Errors, I fhould think myfelf unworthy 
to be continu’d as a Member in any Chriftian Society. 

But I blefs our gracious God and Saviour, who in his 
kind Providence has taken Care to have me trained up 
from my early Years, in the Kriowledge and Belief of 
the Truth of the Gofpel, 4s reveal’d in his holy Words, 
and fumm’d up in our Confeflion of Faith and Cate- 
chifms, and in the Knowledge and Belief of that fun- 
damental Article of the Bleffed Trinity, in whofe Name 
I was baptis’d ; and according to the Obligations there- 
by laid upon me, I do believe, That in the Unity of 
the Godhead there be Three Perfons of one Sub{tance, 
Power, and Eternity ; God the Father, God the Son, 
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and God the Holy Ghoft. The Father being of none, 
neither begotten, nor proceeding 5 the Son eternally be- 
gotten of the Father ; and the Holy Ghoft eternally pro- 
ceeding from the Father and the Son; which Three 
Perfons are One True Eternal God, the fame in Sub- 
ftance, equal in Power and Glory, altho’ diftinguith’d 
by their Perfonal Properties aforefaid ; and our Blefled 
Lord Fefus Chrift, the fecond Perfon of the Godhead, is 
very and eternal God, of one Subftance and equal with 
the Father, who therefore is not another God, much 
lefs an inferior God, tho’ a Diftin&t Perfon from the 
Father, who, as he hath Life in himfelf, hath given to 
the Son, in his eternal Generation, to have Life in him- 
felf ; which, as it is well explain’d by moft eminent 
Divines, ancient and modern, comprehends all the Per- 
feétions of the Divine Nature, even all that the Father 
himfelf hath, except being the Father, namely, being 
Infinite, Eternal, and Unchangeable in his Being, Wif- 
dom, Power, Holinefs, and all other Divine Perfeétions, 
which comprehend neceflary Exiftence, and true and fu- 
preme Deity,which all the three Divine Perfons are equal- 
ly poffefs’d of ; only with this Difference, that the Father 
hath them from none, and the Son hath his Divine Nature 
and Life from the Father in his eternal Generation, and 
the Holy Ghoft hath the Divine Nature by eternally pro- 
ceeding from the Father and the Son. Which three Per- 
fons are reprefented to us in the Holy Scriptures, as a&t- 
ing jointly in the Works of Creation, Providence, and 
Redemption ; in which their infinite Perfe&tions, and 
fupreme Authority, are manifefted to the World ; yet fo, 
as different Parts of thefe Divine Works are afcribed to 
each of them diftin&tiy, efpecially in the glorious Work 
of our Redemption ; in which the Father manifefts his 
Love, in fending his only begotten Son into the World, 
that we might Live by him, he being the Propitiation 
for our Sins, and purchafing all Grace and Glory to us, 
The Son comes and performs this Work. The Holy 
Ghoft is fent by the Father and the Son, and by his gra- 
cious and powerful Influence, applies the Blefiings of 
Chrift’s Purchafe to all that are faved by him ; which 
fhews the Neceflity and Ufefulnefs of the Knowledge and 
Belief of the Dofirine of the Trinity, to the faving 
Faith and PraGtice of every Chriftian. 

Thefe Things, by the fingular Mercy of our glorious 
God and Saviour, I endeavoured not only to underftand 
and believe as revealed Truths, but to believe and ob- 
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ferve them in my Pra€tice, to the faving of my Soul, 
feeking Pardon and Reconciliation with God, through 
the Merits and Interceflion of our only Redeemer ‘Fe/is 
Chrift our Lord, and the powerful Condu& of his Holy 
Spirit. 

PBy this Faith I have endeavoured to live fince the 
Days of my Youth, that God in his infinite Mercy was 
pleafed to beftow it on me 3 and by this Faith I have, 
by the Affiftance of his Grace, endeavoured to ferve hing 
fince that Time, in the different Circumftances, whe- 
ther of Profperity or Adverfity, wherein he thought fit to 
place me, and in the feveral Stations wherein he thought 
fit to employ me, as all who have known my Converfa- 
tion from my Youth up, both abroad and at home, and 
in the feveral Places of the Country wherein I have re- 
fided, can teftify: Though I muft confefs, all my En- 
deavours have been attended with many Frailties and 
Failings, and a Mixture of innumerable Iniquities, for 
which he may juftly plead a Controverfy with me, and 
for which I find daily need of the Exercife of Repen- 
tance towards God, and of Faith towards our Lord Fe/us 
Chrift. And as I have endeavour’d from my Youth, te 
live in an humble Dependence on his holy Providence, 
who has taken Care of me hitherto; fo I defire to truft 
in him, and wait on him in the Way of Faith and Ho- 
linefs, until he bring me fafe to the End of my Courfe, 
fo as I may finifh it with Joy ; and defire by his Grace, 
to take from his Hand, with Humility and Patience, all 
the Affli€tions and Trials he thinks fit, in his infinite 
Wifdom and Righteoufnefs, to meafure out tome, whe- 
ther by his own immediate Hand, or by the Hand of 
Man ; it having been one of thofe Trials wherewith, 
God has thought fit to exercife fome eminent Saints, not, 
only to be perfecuted by the Enemies of the Truth, 
but to become Occafions of Offence to true Believers, 
who were offended at them, and filled with Prejudices 
againft them, by Mifreprefentations and falfe Reports, 
fometimes of what they did in Obedience to the Com- 
mand of God. A notable Inftance of which, we have 
in the holy Apoftle Paul, with whofe faithful Conduét, 
both the Corinthians and Galatians, whom he had con- 
verted to the Faith, were ftumbled, and took up an ill 
Opinion of him on that Ascount ; and many Thoufands 
of the believing ews, in the Church of ‘Jeru/alem, were 
filled with ftrong Prejudices againft him, from the Re- 
ports they had heard, of what he had taught among the 
Gentiles, Ee 2 Kt 
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It is therefore moft reafonable, that fuch a mean and 
unworthy Servant of his, as I am, fhould have fuch a 
Meafure of thofe Trials as he thinks fit; yet in the 
midft of all this heavy Affliftion and Reproach, where- 
with he has thought fit to try me, he has, in great 
Mercy, afforded me this Matter of Rejoicing, even the 
—? of my Confcience, that in Simplicity and godly Sin- 
cerity, I have endeavoured to have my Conver/fation in the 
World, and in a fpecial Manner, with refpeét to the 
Church of Scotland, and its Judicatories; altho’ I muft 
acknowledge, upon the Treatment I have met with, hu- 
mane Frailty and Paflions have fometimes prevailed upon 
me, which beget me more uneafy Reflections than any 
Hardfhip I can meet with from others. 

I am far from thinking, that either I, or any other 
Man is free from Error ; efpecially, when we attempt 
to explain Doétrines of pure Revelation, chiefly the 
moft Sublime and Incomprehenfible of them ; in which 
therefore, we ought to be very cautious and fparing. 
But this I can, with a good Confcience, fay, That I do 
not, either knowingly or wilfully, entertain any Error; 
much Jefs do I, thro” an Itch of Novelty, or a foolith 
and unchriftian Humour of making Difciples to myfelf, 
endeavour to vent or teach them: Whereof, what I faid 
before, of all my Scholars being found Sound and Ortho- 
dox by the Presbyteries that try’d them, is a convin- 
cing Proof, tho’ they were liable to be fufpefted on my 
Account ; feeing there is not an Heretick or Innovator, 
that made not fome Difciples: So that I can fay with 
Auguftine, Errare poffum, Hereticus effe nolo. 

And by the moft ferious Confideration of the Proceffes 
carry’d on againft me, and when I refieé&t on my own 
Sentiments, and Expreffions us’d in my Papers, I am 
daily more and more convinced, that I perfe&tly agree 
with this Church, and with its two laft Affemblies, as 
to the Doétrine of the Trinity, in all its Articles. The 
only Queftion is, Whether I be guilty of maintaining 
and teaching the Errors laid to my Charge, which are 
inconfiftent with, or fubverfive thereof? With Refpet 
to this laft, my Condition is much the fame with the 
Pfalmift, Every Day they wreft my Words 3 they caft Ini- 
quities upon me, and lay to my Charge Things that I know 
not. Which obliges me to pray to our moft gracious 
God, That he may open my Eyes, and difcover to me 
what Error or Fault may lie on my Side in this Affairs 
and that he may gracioufly difcover to his Servants, tha¢ 
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ftand up againft me, (I hope, fincerely, from the Con- 
viction of their own Confciences) what Mitlake or Pre- 
judice may be on their Side: That fo this Affair may 
be brought to a happy Iffue, both with Refpett to them 
and me ; to the Glory of God, the promoting of Truth 
and Righteoufnefs, and to the Peace of this Church, 

I therefore earneftly obteft every Minifter of this Af 
fembly, ferioufly and impartially to confider this Af- 
fair, and to a& fuch a Part in it, as they wifh others 
would do tothem, in the like Circumftances ; and that 
they may have a comfortable Account to give of it to 
the great Judge in the laft Day. I hope I need not 

ut the Minifters of the Gofpel in Mind of that awful 
entence, They shall receive Judgment without Mer<y, who 
fhewed no Mercy. 

Upon the whole, I mutt obferve, That had thofe 
who begun this Affair, follow’d the Apoflle’s Rule, to 
infiruét me in the Spirit of Meekne/s, in thofe Things 
wherein they thought I was wrong, all this Trouble 
might have been prevented both to the Church and me ; 
and even tho’ I had erred, the Apoftle commands to re- 
flore fuch an one in the Spirit of Meekne/s. 1 hope all the 
Office-bearers in our Lord’s Houfe will be careful, leit 
in their Zeal for his Honour, they be found Jeating their 
Fellow-Servant. And I may apply to my prefent Cir- 
cumftances, in fome Meafure, what the Prophet ‘fecre- 
miah {aid to the People of the ‘Jews, who fought to kill 
him, That if the Church of Scotland thall condemn me 
as an Arian, or Socinian, or for maintaining and teaching 
knowingly any Error, contrary to the received Do- 
Grine of this Church, they will certainly condemn the In- 
nocent. 

May the Lord in his great Mercy grant his Holy Spi- 
rit to all the Members of this Affembly, to leu them 
in the Ways of Truth and Righteoufnefs in the mana- 
ging this Affair. And I defire to leave myfelf and my 
Concerns to his holy, wife, and gracious Difpofal: If 
he have further Service for me, he will certainly open a 
Door for it, and employ me in it; if not, I defire hum- 
bly to fubmit to his holy Will: For I know nothing I 
ferve for on his Earth, but to be ufed by him, either 
in doing or fuffering for promoting his Glory, as he 
fhall think fit to call me to the one or the other of 
them. 

T defire to commit my Ways unto the Lord, and truft in 
him, That he fhall bring to pafs, and fhail bring forth my 
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Righteoufne/s as the Light, and my Fudgment as the Noor- 
day 3 which tho’ he fhall not think fit to do while I live 
here on Earth; yet I defire to reft in him, and patiently 
to wait for him, in the humble Perfuafion that he will 
do it in the next State, where I hope [I fhall join in 
the perfeét glorifying and bleffed Enjoyment of our 
Lord and Saviour, our Creator and Redeemer, in perfeét 
Harmony with my Reverend Brethren, who now ap. 
pear to be filled with the greateft Prejudices againft me, 
And Lam perfuaded, that then we fhall fee, that there 
were a great many Miftakes and Errors on both Sides, 
which thro’ the Imperfettion of our Grace, and the 
Remains of corrupt Nature, and our /eeing Sut in Part, 
and darkly thro’ a Glafs, occafion’d our falling out by the 
Way, while here on Earth ; all which we fhall be per- 
fefily freed from, when we fhall de made like unto him, 
and fee him as he is. Then, and not till then, fhall we 
know how the Father is in the Son, and the Son in the Fa- 
ther, The Lord grant us all a happy Meeting at his 
Right-Hand, 





Fohn Simfon. 


Notwithftanding this Defence, and the Interpofition 
of the Univerfity of Gla/gow, the rigid Affembly, in 
Vindication, I fuppofe, of their former Proceedings in 
this Affair, did on Tuefday the 13th of May, come to 
the following Refolution, viz. © That Mr. ohn Sim/on, 
* by what hath been found relevant and proven in the 
© Procefs againft him, and alfo by his negle&ting fo many 
© Opportunities as he had during the Courfe thereof, of 
* giving SatisfaGtion to the Judicatories of the Church, 
* when called fo to do, as to the Soundnefs of his Faith 
* concerning the important Articles about which he 
“ was call’d in Queftion, had given fuch Offence as ren- 
* ders it not fit or fafe that he fhould further teach as 
© a Profeffor of Divinity in this Church: Therefore 
© the General Affembly did and hereby do ratify and 
* confirm the Sentence of the laft Affembly, fufpending 
© the faid Mr. Sim/on from Preaching and Teaching, and 
€ all the Exercife of any Ecclefiaftical Power or Fun- 
* &ion, until another General Affembly think fit to 
* take off this Sentence; and alfo to give it as their 
* Judgment, that it is not fit or fafe that he be farther 
“employ’d in teaching Divinity and inftru&ting of 
© Youth defign’d for the holy Miniftry of this Church: 
* And that the Judicatories of this Church may have 

* no 
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* no more Trouble about this Procefs, the General Af- 
‘fembly have thought fit, that for Peace-Sake, this 
¢ whole Affair concerning Mr. Simfom fhould reft here.’ 

The fame Day ( May 13) upon the Report of the 
Cummittee for revifing the Aftings of the Committee 
for Reformation of the Highlands and Iflands, and Ma- 
nagement of the King’s Bounty for that End, the Af- 
fembly did approve of the Proceedings of that Commit- 
tee, and gave the Members thereof Thanks for their 
great Faithfulnefs and Diligence, and then appointed a 
New Committee for managing his Majefty’s Bounty 
granted this Year. 

On the 16th, the Affembly renew’d former Recom- 
mendations in Favour of the defigned new Ereétion of 
the Parifh of Norriftoun, and earneftly defired thofe de- 
ficient in the Synods of Lothian and Tweedale, Gla/fzow 
and Air, Fife, Perth and Stirling, Argyle and Galloway, 
yet to contribute. They recommended to the Synods of 
Angus and Mearns, and Merfe and Teviotdale, to contri- 
bute to the faid good Work, They renew’d the Recom- 
mendations to all the Parifhes within the Bounds of the 
Synod of Fife, Perth and Stirling, Angus and Mearns, 
and Aberdeen, yet to contribute towards building the 
Bridge over the Weft Water of Naver, and recommen- 
ded to all the Parifhes within the Synods of Murray and 
Rofs, alfo to contribute for that End. 

His Majefty having granted Letters Patent appointing 
avoluntary Contribution towards enabling the City of 
St. Andrew's, to rebuild their Harbour, the Affembly 
appointed all the Minifters within this Church, when 
the faid Royal Brief is intimated, to exhort their 
People to contribute liberally ; and the Commiflion 
order’d the Colleftiens to be made the 20th of ‘July 
next. The Affembly having referr’d feveral Petitions 
tothe Confideration of their Commiffion, in regard they 
could not difpatch the whole of their Bufinefs them- 
felves ; the Moderator made a Speech to the Affembly 
and his Majefty’s Commiflioner, to which his Grace 
made a Return. And the next Affembly was appointed 
to be held at Edinburgh upon the 2d Thurfday of May 
next, in the Year 17303 and this Affembly concluded 
with Prayer, finging a Pfalm, and pronouncing of the 
Blefling. 

Before the Diffolving of the General Affembly, the 
Lord High Commiffioner made the following Speech, 
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Right Reverend and Right Honourable, 
| is a great Satisfa€tion to me, as I am perfuaded it 

is to all who with well to the Peace and Profperity 
of this Church, that after the Difpatch of Matters of 
fo great Importance and Difficulty, this Affembly is, 
by the Blefling of God, brought to a happy Conclufion, 

The Prudence, Moderation, and Decency, with which 

our Debates have been manag’d, and the Unanimity 
that refulted from them, have entirely difappointed the 

Hopes of our Enemies ; and cannot fail to give Satis. 
faStion and Quiet to the Minds of thofe, who really love 
our happy Conttitution, and to reflect a Luftre on all 
your Proceedings. 

You are now to retire to your feveral Charges with 
Thankfulnefs, I doubt not, to God, for the great and 
many Bleffings he beflows upon us, and with Refolu- 
tions zealoufly to promote Religion, true Piety, Peace, 
and Loyalty, to difcourage and fupprefs Atheifm, Pro- 
phanenefs, and Immorality, and to confirm his Majefty’s 
Subje&ts in the Praftice of thofe Duties, that lead them 
toa juft Obedience to his Majefty’s mild and moft gra- 
cious Government. 

Right Reverend and Right Honourable, 

I cannot but be fenfible of the Regard you have been 
pleafed to fhew to me on this Occafion ; for which I 
return you my moft hearty Thanks, and fhall ever be 
ready to acknowledge it, by ufing my beft Endeavours 
for promoting the true Intereft of this Church, and gi- 
ving Proofs of my Readinefs to ferve you on all Occa- 
fions. 

Right Reverend Moderator, 

‘ The Day you are pleafed to fuggeft for the Meeting of 
the next Affembly, will, I hope, be agreeable to his 
Majefty ; I do therefore, in his Majefty’s Name, and 
by his Authority, diffolve this prefent Affembly ; and 
you are hereby diffolv’d ; and in his Majeity’s Name, 
and by the fame Authority, I do appoint the Meeting 
of the next Affembly, to be at this Place the 2d Thurf- 
day of May, in the Year of our Lord 1730. 


On the igth, the Right Honourable the Earl of Bu 
chan being prefent in the Commiffion, acquainted them, 
that he had with laft Poft receiv’d a Letter from Court, 
advifing, that his Majefty receiv’d the Affembly’s Let- 
ter mott gracicufly, which gave his Majefty great Satif- 

faction 5 
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faction ; and the Moderator alfo inform’d them, thar he 
had a Letter from his Grace the Duke of Newcuftle, 
Principal Secretary of State, to the fame Effect. Then 
the Commiffion adjourn’d to the 2d Wedne/day of August 
next. 





Weckototortstoate ste Mats sticteuvterats tovboaks 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 
~ Mecklembourg. 


This Article is continu’d from Page 98, of the preceeding 
Regifter. 
T4 E Proceedings of 2 mies Council againft the 
Duke of Mecklembourg, have given Uimbrage to 
feveral Princes, particularly to the Czar, who gave the 
Emperor’s Minifter at his Court to underftand, That 
while he promis’d himfelf from the Emperor’s Friend- 
fhip, and expetted that a Prince fo nearly related to him 
fhould be proceeded againft with all the Lenity and Re- 
gard that the Laws of the Empire would allow of, he 
had been furpriz’d to hear, that that Prince had been 
depriv’d of his Dominions, and that they had been gi- 
ven to his Brother. This Affair growing every Day 
more intricate and ferious, we think it neceffary, in 
Order to give the Readér a true Idea of this Difpute, to 
infert the following authentick Pieces, beginning with 
the Circular Letter which the Duke of Mecklembourg 
wrote t» the Princes of the Empire. 


The Duke of Mecklemburg’s Circular Letter to the Princes 
of the Empire; dated March 5, 1729. N.S. 


$ we formerly thought it incumbent upon us, and 
conducive to the Union, Welfare, and Direétion of 

the Germanick Body, to lay before your Serene High- 
nefs, and all other States of the Empire, with the ftritt- 
eft Truth and Juftice, the rebellious Oppofition and 
Flight of our Nobility, who compofe a Part of our na- 
tural Subjefts ; and in what an Injurious Manner they 
were receiv'’d, encouraged, maintained, and protected 
for fo many Years in the Country of Lunenburg, which 
is the true Source and fole Occafion of all the Troubles 
that lay wafte our Dutchy, as alfo of the Invafion, Op- 
preffion, and Ufurpation, that have enfu’d thereupon ‘. 
together with the —— and Pexturbations - 
the 
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the Aulick Council, which cannot take Effeét in the 
prefent Cafe, and from which has refulted nothing but 
a Series of Diforders and Offences committed againft us, 
our Dutchies, and Ferritories ; and the moft violent 
Attacks of our Territorial Superiority and Jurifdiction : 
So being urged by the fame Neceflity, Obligation, and 
Confidence, we cannot now help giving you this Trou- 
ble, tho’ it is with the fincereft Regret that we are thus 
importunate. This Step appears to us the more necef- 
fary, in regard it is obvious, nay, it is (as it were) 
palpable, that our juft Recourfe to the Body of the Em- 
pire, again{t the extreme Rigours and Violences we un. 
dergo, together with the Want of Refolution, which 
makes this Affair hang fo long on the Hooks, has brought 
upon us the moft difmal Extremities, and laid us under 
greater Streights than ever. 

Not to be troublefome to the Empire, without the 
moft urgent Neceflity, and at the fame Time to convince 
that Body, that we do not lie by, unaftive and indolent 5 
we fent a Minifter to Vienna, in the Beginning of the 
Year 17263 and after mature Counfel and Advice, we 
prefented to his Imperial Majefty a new Declaration of 
Submiffion and Obedience, fo ample and circumftantial, 
that his Imperial Majefty could not but be fatisfy’d 
therewith, as appears by the Copy annex’d, under N°1. 

Upen this new Declaration of Submiffion and Obe- 
dience, repeated Affurances were given to our faid Mi- 
nifter, as he has certify’d upon Oath, that the faid De- 
claration was gracioufly receiv’d, and Promifes made of 
the Emperor’s Proteétion, and a juft Satisfaétion for our 
Lofs and Damage, which we could not help (being em- 
bolden’d by the Truth) reprefenting in the moft earneft 
Manner, though with the greateft Humility, to his Im. 
perial Majefty, in our Letter dated February 4, 1728, 
hereunto annex’d, under N°. Reprefentations we judg’d 
to be the more necoffary, on the Score of our having 
receiv’d certain Information, that Hockholtzer, the Refi- 
dent of his Majefty the Emperor of the Romans, at tho 
Court of his Imperial Majefty of Great Rujfia, far from 
the Tenor of the abovemention’d juft Affurances, had 
made in full Senate fo tharp and calumnious a Propofi- 
tion to our Prejudice, that we have not only juft Reafon 
to be offended at it, but fuch Outrages glance at the 
fame Time upon all the ancient Ducal Houfes of the 
Holy Roman Empire. 

Now, though one might have expefted, in common 
Juftice, that fome Regard fhould be paid to y = 
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humble Reprefentations, anfwerable to the folid Rea- 
fons upon ‘which they were grounded; yet the Confe- 
quence, to our great Surprize, fhew’d quite the contra- 
ry ; for in the Imperial Refcript, direS&ted to us the 
1ith of May laft Year, and hereunto annex’d, N°3. fe- 
veral heinous Crimes are Jaid to our Charge, without 
any manner of Ground on our Part, and contrary to all 
Truth-and Juftice; nay, the faid Refcript tends not 
only to difturb and break in upon our Regency of the 
Dutchies and Countries committed to us by God, but 
alfo to the total Subverfion of the Conftitutions of the 
Empire. Upon which Account, we could do no lefs 
than again addrefs our moft humble Reprefentations, 
Defences, and Refervations, in whatever of Right be- 
Jonged to us, to his Imperial Majefty ; always prefer- 
ving inviolably the Refpe& due to the fupreme Head of 
the Empire; in which Reprefentations, which were 
dated Sept. 15, 1728, and are here fubjoin’d, N°4, we 
endeavour’d not only to clear ourfelf from the falfe Ac- 
eufations laid to our Charge, and the vile Infinuations 
malicioufly raifed againft us ; but alfo in Conformity te 
the fundamental Laws of the Empire, and to the Capi- 
tulation fworn to by his Iinperial Majefty, to affert our 
Ancient Ducal Dignity, our Territorial Superiority, 
our Pre-eminences, and Rights of Regency, againft fuck 
abominable Infraétions and Perturbations. It is true, 
we did not omit at the fame Time, to lay this Affair, 
which is of the greateft Importance to us, before the 
Dict of the Empire at Ratishon, and to prefent ‘by our 
Envoy therein, the Deduétion or particular Account, 
hereunto annex’d, N°%5. dated ‘uly 3, 1728. But con- 
trary to all reafonable ExpeStation, we had the Mortifi- 
cation to fear, that the EleStor of Mentz would not 
communicate the faid Deduftion to the States of the 
Empire, by publickly diftating the fame, as ufual ; but 
refufed fo to do, under the Pretences and Objettions to 
be feen in the Extra&t (hereunto fubjoin’d, N° 6.) of the 
Refcript fent to his Plenipotentiary in the Diet, the 
24th of July the fame Year. And whereas, to clench 
the whole Affair, our Brother Chriffian-Lewis, befides 
all former Diforders and Offences, has had the herrible 
Rafhnefs to convene the Deputies of the Nobility and 
States our SubjeSts, and to call them his Well-beloved 
and Faithful, whereby he has given a moft criminal 
Stab to our atiual Government ; we have judg’d it ne- 
ceffary not only to admonish him once more, but alfo 
to hinder and prevent all oe Subjetts and een’ hed 
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the Country, who are inviolably ty’d down to us by 
their Oath of Fidelity, not to fuffer themfelves to be 
deceived ; for which Purpofe, we have caus’d a printed 
Order to be publifh’d, and affix’d in our Dutchies and 
Countries, dated Dec. 17, 1728, which is referr’d to, 
uncer N° 7. 

After this neceffary Deduftion of fo many harfh Proe 
ceedings, with which the former Grievances were ag- 
gravated, your Serene Highnefs will, according to your 
known Penetration, be thoroughly convinc’d of what 
follows upon this Subject. 

In the firft Place, it is notorious, and beyond Difpute 
in the Empire, that the ancient Electoral and Ducal 
Houfes of the Holy Roman Empire, do not hold their 
Territorial] Superiority and Pre-eminencies integro com- 
plexu of his Imperial Majefty only, jure /altem collato ; 
but that they hive them by Inheritance from their An- 
ceftors, jure connato devoluto & proprio, Not to alledge 
any other fundamental Contti:utions of the Empire in 
Support of this Truth, the Treaty of O/nabrug, as fun- 
damentaliffima bafis, forma & norma S.R. Imperii, decides the 
Matter very clearly in Art. VIII. Sect. 1. in thefe Words: 

But to prevent and hinder the raifing of any Difputes in 
the Political Eftate, it is agreed, that all the Electors, Prine 
ces, and States of the Empire, fhall, by Virtue of this 
Treaty, be confirm’d in the Poffeffion of their Rights, Pre- 
eminenies, Liberties, and Privileg-s, and of the free Exer- 
cife of their Territorial Superiority, in the fecular as well 
as Ecclefioflical Efiates, in fuck Manner, that they neither 
may nor ought ever to be molefted in. woF sec de faéto, by 
any Perfon, or under any Pretence whatfoever. , 

Thefe Pre-eminencies are not only enumerated im- 
mediately after, in Seét. 2. Gaudeant, Gc. but it is fare 
ther ftipulated and fettled in the moft effeftual Manner, 
Art. XVIL. Seét.3. & feq. 

That there fhall never be alledged, heard, or admitted 
againft the faid Treaty of Peace, or any Article or Claufe 
thereof, any Community, whether Ecclefiaftical or Secu- 
Jar 5 nor any private Rights, Privilegia, Indulta, Editta, 
Commiffiones, Inhibitiones, Mandata, Decreta, Refcripta, Li- 
2ifpendentia, nor any Sentence, at what Time foever, pro- 
nounced ; res judicate, or other Exceptions of that Sort, 
under what Name orTitle foever, and notwithftanding the 
moft plaufible Pretences that can be made Ufe of to en- 
force them. Neither fhall any Procefs of Inhibition or 
others, or Commiffions, be ever any where pronounced or 
decreed againtt this Treaty, either in petitorio, or in pof: 
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fefforio; and thofe who aét contrary hereto, either in 
Word or Deed, whether they be Ecclefiaftical Perfons or 
Secular, fhall ip/o jure @ fatto incur the Penalty of 
breaking the Peace. 

This Treaty of Weftphalia was acknowedged by his 
Majefty the prefent Emperor, in his Capitulation con- 
firm’d by Oath, as the Fundamental Conftitution of the 
Holy Empire ; and receiv’d as the Model and Rule of 
his Government. Among the reft, he folemniy and in 
exprefs Terms promifed, Art. XVI. 

That he would never require any Thing of any Per- 
fon, contrary to the Golden Bull, and the Liberty of the 
Empire, againft the Liberty of Religious or Prophane 
Concerns, not againft the Peace of Munfter and U/na- 
brug 3 and if any one fhould offer to give any Thing of 
his own Accord, either to him or his Family, he would 
not accept of it: But if, after all, any Perfon fhould 
obtain, or any Refolutions fhould be publifh’d, contrary 
to fuch Articles or Points of this Capitulation, they 
fhal} be null and void, and of no Effeét ; and therelore 
his Majefty annuls and makes them void, now for then, 
and then as now. - 

But it is very particularly remarkable, that if any Pafs 
fage could have been found in any of the Imperia! Capi- 
tulations, which might feem to countenance the Opiniun, 
that the Territorial Superiority, and Right of Pre-emi- 
nence of the ancient Elettoral and Ducal Houfes, were not 
fo abfulutely exempted from the Emperor’s Jurifdi€tion, 
and from Proceffes both Petitory and Poffeffory, before 
the Aulick Council, as it is exprefly provided in the 
Treaty of Ofnabrug above mention’d ; yet this Objeétion 
is likewife abfolutely cafhier’d and annull’d by 4rz.X VIE. 
of that Inftrument of Peace, above in Part recited ; 
fince it is there exprefly faid, Scé#. 4. that even no Im- 
perial Capitulation ought to be alledged, heard, or ad- 
mitted, in Things contrary te any Article of the faid 
Treaty of Peace. 

To thefe folid Foundatians of Right, muft be added 
fundamentum Sane rationis, & evitande contradittionis 5 
that is tofay, thefe fame Rights, which the ancient 
Houfes of Princes enjoy of themfelves inf2parabdiliter, 
and which they ought to have and preferve as fuch, at 
all Times, without any Difpute, Objettion, Violence, 
or Perturbation, cannot by their Nature and Quality be 
fubje&ted to a contentious Jurifdiftion. The Cafe is fo 
plain, that it would be wronging your Serene Highnefs’s 
profound Penetration, to infift upon it more . lareg, 
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Befides,. it is notorious, that our Anceftors have govern’d 
their Countries Time out of Mind, with a Sovereign 
and independent Authority ; and that it was not ’till 
the qth Century, in the Reign of Charles IV. that they 
voluntarily incorporated themfelves with the Holy Em. 
pire, and were content to become dependent thereon. 
Wherefore, it is natural to fuppofe, both in Reafon 
and Juftice, that our Ducal Houfe did, at the Time of 
fuch voluntary Incorporation, make an entire Referva- 
tion of all its ancient Pre-eminencies, without any Lef- 
fening, Curtailing, or Diminution ; and that it was not, 
nor could not be thereby render’d deterioris conditionis, 
than all the other ancient Houfes of the EleStors and 
Princes of the Empire. This is ftill more evident, not 
only by the firft Inveftiture, but alfo by all fubfequent 
inveftitures, granted by fucceeding Emperors. And if 
it be farther added, that thofe ancient Rights, Pre-emi- 
nencies, and free Exercife of the Territorial Superiority 
in the Ecclefiaftical as well as Secular Eftates, . have been 
approv’d and confirmed for ever, by the Peace of Mun- 
fier and Ofnabrag, and by the Imperial Capitulation, as 
we have feen aboves it neceffarily follows, that our 
Ducal Houfe, as one of the moft ancient, ought to reap 
the Benefit thereof, as all the other ancient Houfes of 
the Eleftors and Princes do, unlefs the fundamental 
Conftitutions of the Empire are to be deftroy’d, for the 
Sake of wounding our Perfon and our Caufe.. The Fa& 
is too plain for us to dwell upon it any longer. It re- 
mains to prove, that the Malice of our Enemies has car- 





_ry’d them fo far, that to give fome Colour of Equity to 


their Proceedings, they introduce domeftick Debts by 
Head and Shoulders, and trump up a certain antiquated 
Loan. Now, the Princes our Predeceffors, who bor- 
row’d at that Time the Sum of 10,000 Florins, but ne- 
ver received near half of it, tho’ the other States of the 
Country contributed their Shares of the Money, mort- 
gaged to the Nobility three confiderable Bailiwicks for 
the fame ; namely, Ridbenitz, Dobhertien, and Molchow ; 
Which three Bailiwicks, worth a great deal more than 
the Sum lent, remain in the Hands of the Nobility to 
this Day ; and we always liv’d in an entire good Har- 
mony and Tranquillity with the Town of Roftock, where 
we kept our Refidences; and with all the reft of the 
Country, agreeably to the Obfervance of the Circle, 
as was moft humbly remonftrated to his Imperial Maje- 
fty, in our laft Reprefentation before mention’d, of the 
xsth of September, 1728, and hereunto annex’d, "7 4e 
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For how can any reafonable Man with Juttice affirm, 
that for a Loan of a few thoufand Florins, for which a 
Mortgage was given fuperior in Value, my Predeceffor 
did or could communicate his Pre-eminencies to his 
Subjeéts, or render them in any Manner prefcriptible ? 
Have not the Succeffors in the Government of a Coun- 
try, the fame proper Right of Succeflion and Govern- 
ment as their Predeceffors, which is devolv’d upon them 
from ancient Stocks, and in which it is impoflible for 
any Predeceffor any ways to injure them ? 

Therefore as eur Nobility, our States and Subjects 
have not in Effect, neither can have with Juftice any 
Right or Exception in the Affairs which indubitably 
concern our Supreme Criminal Jurifdiftion and Pre-emi- 
nencies ; fo neither, we do affure you on our Part, did 
it ever enter into our Thought any Ways to deprive fuch 
as perfevere in the Fidelity they owe us, of their lawful 
Rights and Privileges. 

And thus have we clearly proved thefe two Things, 
namely, on one Hand, the Rights of Superiority and 
Pre-eminente, which do inconteftably belong to us, by 
Virtue of the Laws of the Empire, and the Obfervance 
of the Circle ; and on the other Hand, the unparallell’d 
and horrible Perturbations, Offences, and Oppreflions, 
which we have notwithftanding fuffer’d, without having 
any ways deferv’d them, and which have been proceeding 
from one Extremity to another, for thefe ten Years lait 
pat. And all thefe Matters being made known to the 
whole Empire, it is inconceivable, and calls aloud for 
Complaints, that no Meafures are yet taken to relieve 
us, and fet us free from our Ditftreffes. 

We can never be charg’d, with any Shadow of Truth, 
that it is our own Fault the Troubles in our Country 
have been carry’d fuch a Length: For how was it pof- 
fible for us to prevent thefe Diforders, after our Nobility 
and Subjeéts have carry’d their Difloyalty to fuch a 
Height, as abfolutely to refufe to appear at our Summons, 
tho” accompany’d with a Safeguard for their Perfons 5 to 
fly out of our Territories, and to put themfelves under the 
ProteStion of the Eleftor of Hanover 3; who, with concer- 
ted Defign, not only received and proteSted them, but 
moreover gave each of them 30 Crowns a Month for 
their Subfiftence? In fhort, after we ourfelf was hoftilely 
Attack’d in our own Country, and deteftable Confpiracies 
were form’d againft our Perfon and Family ; aiter his 
Imperial Family had abandon’d us, maugre our repeated 


Remenftrances ; and after the Aulick.Council had 7 
prev 
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prov’d of evety Thing that our Enemies Malice could 
fuggeft, or their own Induftry lay hold of. 

We have feveral Times fent to his Imperial Majetty, 
our moft humble Declarations of Submiffion and Obe- 
dience, in Terms that he had all the Reafon in the 
World to be fatisfy’'d with: And fo he attually was; 
But as fuch a Submiffion and Obedience are now de. 
manded of us, that we muft thereby acknowledge all the 
cruel Outrages that have been committed againft us to 
be lawful and right, though they are forbidden without 
Diftinction, upon Pain of Ban, and other fevere Penal- 
ties, in Art. 111. and IV. of the Peace made in 15215 
and in Art. li. every one is exprefly permitted to de- 
fend himfelf, and in order thereunto, to make Ufe of 
all the Affiftance he can get ; from which fundamental 
Laws it is impoflible for us any ways to recede: As it is 
moreover demanded, that in the fame Submiffion we res 
nounce all manner of Satisfaétion for the Violence ofs 
fer’d to our valuable Right of Territorial Superiority, 
together with Reftitution for our Loffes and Damages; 
which amount to feveral Millions, that we abandon out 
ancient Pre-eminencies, and deprive ourfelf of any Ef- 
fect of prefent or future Alliances, either within of 
without the Empire ; nay, that we bteak and annul the 
Conventions made and confirm’d by Oath with the Town 
of Koftock, our Refidence, and with all the other States 
of the Country: In fine, as the very Reprefentations we 
have made againft fuch Demands, are term’d Criminal; 
tho’ they only tended to fhew, with all dué Refpet, 
the Impofibility of fuch a Submiffion, and were, befide, 
grounded upon the Letter of the fundamental Laws of 
the Empire, and upon the Imperial Capitulation: And 
as, initead of giving Attention to them, Endeavours 
are ftill ufed with Boldnefs and Violence, to difturb and 
invade the ancient Rights and Exercife of Government, 
in Affairs both Spiritual and Temporal ; we have nos 
thing left for us to do, in thefe difmal. Circumftances 
and Extremities, but to put our Truft in God, and in 
the Juttice of our Caufe, to keep ourfelf infeparably 
united to the Empire, and to implore the Affiftance of 
our Brethren the Iluftrious States thereof. And for this 
Purpofe, we do moft earneftly intreat your Serene High- 
nefs, by this Letter, that according to your wonted Pe- 
Netration, you would have fome Regard to the mifera- 
ble Condition to which we are reduced, and to the mif- 
chievous Confequences which will enfue thereupon, as 
alfo to the Peril-and Danger that are infeparable from 

it ; 
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it; and under that Conviétion to work together for our 
Relief, not only by fending good Inftruétions to your 

lenipotentiary at the Diet of Ratisdon, and charging 
him to infift that the Letter hereunto annex’d, N° s. 
which we direéted to the I/luftrious Affembly of the 
Empire, dated the 3d of “July, laft Year, together with 
all the other Reprefentations which we may be obliged 
to make hereafter, may be forthwith publickly ditta- 
ted, according to Cuftom, and maturely confider’d, agree- 
ably to the ‘Conititutions of the Empire ; but alfo to 
contribute to our Advantage, by the moft effe&tual 
Methods and Refolutions, to prevent our utter Ruin, at 
which all thefe Extremities are levell’d ; that we may 
obtain a reafonable Satisfaction, and be eftablifh’d in the 
inviolable Exercife of our ancient Territorial Superio- 
rity and Pre-eminences. In Expeftation whereof, we 
recommend you to the Divine Providence and Protec- 
tion, and fhall omit no Opportunity of convincing your 
Serene Highnefs of all poflible Gratitude and Acknow- 
Jedgement on our Part, and of our Readinefs to render 
you any Service that lies in our Power. 

Done at Dantzick, the 5th of March, 1729. 














Poftfcript to the Duke of Meckiemburg’s Letter. 


WE farther judge it indifpenfably neceffary to 
add here a fhort Account of the Conduét of ‘the 
King gf Pruffia, in Relation to our Affair. 

The late King of Prujia of glorious Memory, Father 
of his prefent Maieftv, concluded with our late Brother, 
Duke Frederick-William, in the Year 1708, a Pattum 
perpetuum, for them and their Succeffors, by which 
they mutually engaged to maintain themfelves in the 

xercife of their Pre-eminencies, confermably to the 
fundamental Laws of the Empire, and to the Obfere 
vance of the Circle ; of which Engagements our Pro- 
ther always reap’d the full and entire Benefit. Having 
found Things thus circumftantiated at the Entrance 
upon our Government, in the Year 1717, we did not 
only continue that Pattum perpetuum, agreeably to the 
Conftitutions of the Empire, and the Circle; but we 
even renew’d and extended it, in the Year 1726, with 
his Majefty the prefent King, for us and our refpettive 
Houfes, as by the Extract hereunto annex’d, N° 8, may 
appear. 

His Imperial Majefty, far from being able or willing 
to oppofe this Pattum Pre himfelf gave the King 
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of Prufia, according to the Grant we had made therein, 
the Title of our Dutchies, Principalities, and Countries 
of Mecklembury 3 and in all the judicial A&ts fubfequent 
thereto, qualify’d him as fuch. And thus having ona 
our Part punétually perform’d our Engagements, we 
had all the Reafon in the World to expeét a reciprocal 
Obfervation of that Treaty of Alliance, and thought we 
had an equal Right and Occafion to demand the Execu- 
tion thereof, againft the notorious Violences committed 
againft us in our Country ; and indeed we received Pru- 
mifes and Affurances, which gave us Ground to hope 
for the happy Effe& : But as thofe Declarations of Pru/- 
fia grew every Day more cold than other, and his 
Councils were in Part diretly contrary to the Alliance, 
and imprafticable, we could eafily conceive that our 
Antagonifts would not fail to fet all their me at 
work, to draw off the King of Pruffia from the Engage- 
ments he had enter’d into with us, and to fectite him 
in their Intereft, the better to fcreen themfelves againft 
our Purfuit of a juft Reparation and Satisfaction ;- but 
it could never énter into our Thought that they could 
Accomplifh their Ends, *till after the terrible Decree of 
the Aulick Council, publith’d againft us, May 11, 1728, 
we receiv’d, to our very great Surprize, the King of 
Prufia’s Letter hereunto annex’d, N° 9. dated the gth 
of November the fame Year. And though we did not 
lofe a Moment’s Time in writing an Anfwer to it the 
17th of November following, grounded entirely upon 
the fundamental Laws of the Empire, and upon the 
{aid Pattim perpetuum, which Anfwer is hereunto fub- 
join’d, N° 10. yet we have not fince recefv’d any new 
Declaration upon that Subject, which cannot but con- 
firm, ps in our juft Confidence, that God will infpire 
his Majefty with Thoughts and Refolutions fuitable to 
his Glory, Fidelity, and Royal Juflice. Neverthelefs, 
we think ourfelf obliged by the Importance of the Af- 
fair, and by the Confidence we owe to your Serene 
Highnefs, and to all the other States of the Empire, 
and in order to prevent their being mifled by falfe Re- 
ports, to give them this previous Information, the bet 
ter to convince them of the Crifis and dangerous Situa- 
tion of the Affairs of the whole Empire, on Account of 
eur juft Caufe; and that for this Reafon, our Affiftance 
and Maintenance, agreeable to the Conftitutiéns of thé 
Empire, mav fuffer no Delay ; and in Cafe his Pruffan 
Majefty thould, contrary to all Expe€tation, endeavour 
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to put this Declaration in Execution, we fhall not fail 
to fet forth our Rights more at large. 

Fur the reft, we repeat here the Conclufion of our 
Letter, having the Honour to be, Gc. 





Having thus inferted what the Duke of Mecklemburz 
has thought fit. to publifh in his own Vindication, ex- 
cept fome Original Pieces referr’d to in his Circular 
Letter, which are too voluminous for a Book of this 
Nature 3 we fhall infert now what is urged by the Im- 
perialifts againft him in the following Decree. 


A Tranflation of the Imperial Decree of Commiffion in the 
Affair of Mecklemburg, communicated to the General 
Diet of the Empire, dy the Prince of Furftemberg, June 
the 13th, 1729. 

Roben Ferdinand, Prince and Landgrave of Furftem- 
berg, Count of Huiligenberg and Whertenberg, Prince 

4 the Holy Roman Empire, Knight of the Golden Fleece, 
rivy aétual Counfellor of the Empire, and his Principal 

Commiffary to the prefent General Diet of the Emperor, is 

abliged, by Virtue of his Imperial Majefty’s Orders, to 

notify tothe Minifters of the Elettors, Princes, and States 
of the Empire here affembled, and inform the whole Empire, 
how and in what Manner Duke Charles Leopold (of Meck- 

Jemberg) after having taken Pojfeffion of the Regency of his 

Dominions, has intyoduc’d therein by way of Fatt, and un- 

heard of Enterprizes, Innovations tending to the Diftruc- 

tion of the Rights of the Country, and the Privileges of his 

Vaffels and Subjetts ; and namely, that he has oppofed with 

Arms, and with a premeditated Defign of shedding Blood, 

the Imperial Commiffion eftablifl’'d for the Execution of the 

Imperial Decrees and Ordinances: That he has difturbed 

the Courfe of Fuftice in that Country, and divided the Tri 

dunal of Guitrow, transferring Part of it to Schwerin ; 
and transferr'd the Regency and Chancery of Roftock to 

Domitz, with a Defign to perfecute more and more his No- 

bility, after having ill ufed them before, and giver publick 

Marks of his Hatred for that Body, charging them with 

Reéellion, and declaring that they ought to Ze put to the Ban 


of the Empire: That according to faithful and creditable 


eports, ‘he has afterwards eftablifi'd a bloody Tribunal at 
Domitz, which was in the Beginning direéted by himfelf, 
and has continy’d afterwards by his Orders, at the Time 
that he was at Dantzick, and out of the Ligits of the 
Empire; in which he has manifefily aéted contrary to the 
Ordinance obfexrv’d in the Empire in. srimingl Matters and 

il | Gg2- ” ” Proceedtngs 








232 ‘The Hiftorical Regifter N° LV 


Proceedings of Enquiry ; That Counfellor Wolffrath was 
beheaded by Sentence of that Tridynal ; That the private 
Secretary Scharf, (after having been feveral Times put ta 
the Rack, in which they made him fuffer the moft cruel Tor- 
ments, by throwing melted Sulphur upon his Body, and put- 
ting a burning Crown of Sulphur on his Head) dying ia 
Prifon, his Corps which, according to the Sentence againft 
him, ‘was only-to be broken upon the Wheel, rwas, fome Weeks 
after, quarter’d, and his Quarters and Head expos’d upon 
Stakes out of the Town: That the Bur gomafter of Domitz, 
Prafch, dying in Prifon before his Execution, his Body was 
drawn upon a Hurdle by Soldiers, and bury’d under the 
Gallows : That that Burgomafter’s Wife was whipt, brand- 
ed with a red hod Iron, and banifh’d the Country 3 which 
Cruelties mufi have infpir'd the chief States of the Empire 
with a juft Horror, whilft the Duke maintained with an 
unparallell’d Bolduefs and Audacioufne/s, that he was ac- 
countable for his Aftions to God alone. 

Moreover, that that Prince has hinder’d the Execution 
of the Criminal Sentences, fent to the Chancery of Fuftice, 
and has put a Stop, for feveral Years, to the Courts of Fue 
flice, to the great Prejudice and Ruin of Numbers of his 
pour Sudjeéts. Befides that, he has receiv’d with Indiffe- 
rence the paternal Exhortations, and repeated Remonftran- 
ces of the Emperor ; That he has with offenfive Expreffions 
declared againf? the preceding Imperial Commiffion, and 
againft the Imperial Refcript of the v1th of May, 1728: 
‘That by his Letters of the 15th of September, and 3d of 
O&tober of the fame Year, he has openly attack’d the Em- 
peror in his Confcience and in his Fuftice, and conftantly de- 
¢lar’d that it was morall; impoffible for him to yield in 
any Thing whatfoever, pretending that holding his Admini- 
Stration from God alone, he depends of Nobody 3 not confi- 
dering that Subordination being eftablifh’d by God, and com 
firm’d by the Conftitutions of the Empire, he openly attacks 
the Rights that his Imperial Majefty has, as Emperor o 
the Romans, to maintain and protect the Subjets and vib 
fals of the Dutchy of Mecklemburg ; /afflv, that the pre- 
ceeding Imperial Commiffion, being refalu’d to go an with its 
Funttion, and execute their Orders, he has infulted them 
by his odious Enter prizes, as if they aim’d at his Territo- 
rial Superiority: fo that fhewing more and more, his firm 
Refalution to refift and injure, he has render’d himfelf 
guilty of a juft and fevere Reproach, according to the Con- 
fritutions of the Empire, , 

. Fherefore, as his Imperial Majefty, for Reafons fo juft, 
and fo effential, could not, nor would not defer any longer to 
exert 
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exert his Authority as Supreme Fudge of the Empire, his 
Imperial Maj:fty refolu’d on the 11th of May, 1728, to 
Change the Regency of the States of Mecklemburg, 4y Way 
of Provifion only, ang ’till Duke Charles Leopold of Meck- 
lemburg fhould have fincerely fubmitted, and in a Manner 
agreeable to the Emperors and to give, with /uitable Ine 
es the Adminiftration of the faid States of Mecklem- 
urg to the Duke Chriftian Lewis, as Proximo Agnato, 
Moreover, his Imperial Majefty having rejected, on the 17th 
of January laff, all the Remonftrances made by Duke Charles 
Leopold of Mecklemburg, as having no Foundation, and ex- 
horted that Prince to fubmit, even with threatening, to pro- 
ceed againft him Fifcally. And the Duke Chriftian having de- 
clar’d by his Letters of June 16, and July 27, 1728, that 
he accepted the Adminiftration that had been’ given to him 
provifionally, and till his Imperial Majefty had otherwife 
grder’d it, and that he would exaétly follow the Imperial 
Infiruftions, as being the Foundation of that Adminiftration ; 
and that in €onfequence of that Declaration, he had iljw’d 
on the 8th and 14th of February, 1729, /ome particular 
Reverfals, fign’d with his own Hand, and feal’d with his 
Seal, conformable to the faid Inftruttions, and to the Satis- 
fattion of the Emperor 5 his Majefty has thought fit to put 
in Execution the Adminiftration refolu'd upon, for efféntial 
Reafons, and publifh’d the 11th of May, 1728 3 requiring 
above all, and in a moft e[pecial Manner, the Convocation of 
the States of Mecklemburg, purfuant and in Conformity to 
the Refolutions eftablifh’d the 5th of February, 1728, that 
they might confider, and take into their Deliberation, the 
Grievances of the Duke of Mecklemburg-Streliz, and 
others ; and make fuch Orders and Regulations as Jhould ap- 
pear neceffary and ufeful to the Publick ; whereupon, Duke 
Charles Leopold caufed, on December 27, 1728, a Patent 
dated from Dantzick, the 17th of the fame Month, to be 
affixed and pafted up upon the Doors of theTribunals or Courts 
of Fuftice, Town-Houfe, Churches, and all other publick Pla- 
ces, in all the Towns, Bailiwicks, and Villages of the Dutchy 
of Mecklemburg 3 which Patent contains injurious and of- 
fenfive Expreffions againft the preceeding Imperial Commiffion, 
and sein the Adminiftration, confirred fince upon the Prince 
his Brother, faying, among other Things, with the greatc/? 
Temerity, That the Prince his Brother, and al! others 
whom it may concern, may take Notice, that now, for 
ever, and once for all, he makes nu}! and void, and as if 
they had never happen’d, all thofe Decrees and Ordi- 
nances, by what Name foever they mav be call’d,as Ediéts, 
Decrees, Commiflions, Proteftories, Confervatories, &-. 
which 
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which are, or may be contrary to the Territorial Superi- 
ority of the Houfes of EleStors, Princes, Gc. By which 
the [aid Duke, inftead of fincerely fubmitting to, and acknow. 
ledging the Provifional Adminiftration, order’d and decreed 
by Ais Imperial Majefty, May 11, 1728, has expofed and laid 
before the Eyes of the whole Empire, a /editious Contumacy ; 
and [pecially in this, that by: his Enterprizes againft the Pro. 
vifional Adminifiration given by the Emperor to the Prince his 
Brother, and other Declarations and Imperial Ordinances, he 
has entirely renounc’d and deny'd the Subordination eftablifh'd 
in the Empire, and confequently the immediate Fidelity and 
Obedience due to his Imperial Majefty and the Empire; and 
thereby difturbing the Syfiem of the Empire, he claims and 
pretends a total Exemption from the Nexus Imperii, and to 

eave to the Emperor a bare Prerogative of Honour, and a 
vain empty Name 3 infomuch that Refiftance being grown an 
Habit in him, and deeply rooted in his Heart, there remain 
no Hopes of his fincere Submiffion ; and befides, it would not 
&: fafe to rely thereupon, as long as he keeps his Forces in Do- 
mitz and Schwerin. All that has been alledg’d being clear 
and evident, his Imperial Majefty, faving tu himfelf the 
Serer Punifhment of Duke Charles Leopold of Mecklem- 

urg, has thought fit to communicate to the General Diet of 
the Empire, the Declaration coutain’d in that injurious Pa- 





tent aforefaid, which is fo capable to da aud exa{perate 


his Patience 3 and his Imperial Majefty expetts and promifes 
himfelf, that the States of the Empire here affembled, will 


forthwith take this Affair into Confideration, and impart to- 


him taeir Advice concerning the moft proper Means to be ta- 
ken to prevent the ill Confequences that may arife thereupon, 
and re-eftablifh Tranquillity in taat Country. . 


Done at Ratisbonne, Sign’d, 
June 11, 1729. 
FROBEN FERDINAND, 


The Minifter of the Duke Charles Leopold of _Mecklem- 
burg, at Ratishonne, having been inform’d of the Con- 
tents of this [mperial Decree, has communicated to the 
Miniflers of the Dict feveral Pieces, by which he en- 
deavours to prove, that the Faés mention’d therein, as 
to the Executions at Domitz, are mifreprefented ; but 
whether they are fo or not, it is not ours to judge, and 
therefore we will only fubjoin the Subftance of the Em- 
peror’s Refcript concerning this Affair, to the King of 
Creat Britain, as Eleétor of Hanover, and to the Duke of 
Brunfnick-Wolfenduttel, as follows : . 
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T HAT Duke Chriftian-Lewis of Mecklemburz, in Qua- 
lity of Imperial Adminiftrator, has moft humbly 
remonftrated to the Emperor, after what Manner the 
King of Great Britain, as Ele€tor of Brunfwick, and the 
Duke of Brunfwick-Lunenburg-Wolfembuttel, had declar’d 
to him, among other Things, the 19th of February latt, 
that notwithftanding the Imperial Ordinances of May 11, 
1728, and Fan.17, 1729, they would not renounce their 
Mortgage upon the Dutchy of Mecklemburz 5 nor part 
with the Cheft of the Revenues thereof, ’till an entire 
Satisfa€tion is given them for the Arrears of the Charges 
of the Execution ; and that they moreover infinuated to 
Kim, not to be too hafty in accepting the Provifional Ad- 
minittration of the Country, which was conferr’d on him. 
’ That as the Emperor, in Quality of Supreme Judge in 

e Empire, was obliged (after the Expiration of the 
Imperial Commiflion, which happen’d at the. Death of 
the late King of Great Britain, George 1. and after his 
- + Exhortations, and paternal Diffuafions, were 

und inéffeftual with the Duke of Mecklembiirz) to con- 
fer 4 Provifional Adminiftration upon Duke Chriftian- 
Lews, a$ proximo agnato, till hé has rectiv’d an entire; 
fincere, and unlimited Subiniffion on the Part of Duke 
Charles-Leopold ; and to confirm the fame the i7th of 
January laft, with no other Intention, than to retrieve 
the ruinous Affairs of that Dutchy, to make the Inhabi- 
tants fome Sort of Reftitution for the Expencts they have 
been at, for the Support and Proteétion of the Ducal Fa- 
mily ; and at the fame Time, to give Relief to the No- 
bility of Mecklemburg, and to the Town of Rojfock, with 
regard to their Pretenfions for the Damages fuftain’d by 
the Outrages of Duke Charles-Leopold ; as alfo to fatisfy 
the other Creditors, whofe Cafe is fo deplorable, that the 
Jate King of Great Britain, and the Duke of Brun/wick- 
Lunenburg-Wolfembuttel, formerly gave them Marks of 
their generous Compaflion : His Imperial Majefty does 
not {ee how the Adminiflration of the Cheft can fubfitt, 
after the Imperial Commiffion is declared to be expired, 
and at ‘an End. 

That fo long as the Cheft'of Execution is thus detain’d, 
and they remain in Poffeffion of the Receipts, his Impe- 
rial Majefty is fruftrated of the Endeavoutrs he has ufed 
to reduce the Provifional Adminiffration into Praétice: 
That fot the fame Reafon the Imperial Adminiftrator 
meets with Difficulties in the Exercife of what has been 
committed to him by the Emperor, to the great Preju- 
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dice of the Common-wealth, not only in Point of Juftice, 
but becaufe he is thereby difabled from raifing the Mo- 
ney neceflaty for the Payment of the Arrears due to the 
Forces ; which muft inevitably occafion far greater Ex- 
pences: That his Imperial Majefly hopes, the King of 
Great Britain, as Eleétor of Brinfwick-Lunenburg, and 
the Duke of Brun/wick-Lunenburg-Wolfembuttel, will, in 
Confideration of fuch prefling Gircumftances, take other 
Meafures in this Affair. 

That the Emperor repeats the Affurances he has al- 
ready given concerning their Payment, as foomn as Ac- 
counts are entirely fettled ; and farther declares, that 
in Cafe the King of Great Britain, and the Duke. o 
Wolfembuttel, can find out any tollerable Expedients that 
have not been thought of, whereby the Forces may be 
paid, and will fend them to his Imperial Majefty, he 
will pay that Regard to them which the Exigency of 
Affairs requires. . ial 

That the Emperor therefore hopes, his Britannick Ma- 
jay, and the Duke of Wolfembuttel, will order their 

inifters and Forces in the Dutchy of Mecklemdurg, to 
forbear all farther Proceedings, 4 deliver up to the Im- 
ptrial Adminiftrator the Cheft of Execution, and to fend 
his Imperial Majefty a Specifick Account of the Arrears 
that are due, as alfo the Accounts belonging to the Cheft, 
and others, well attefted, touching the Revenues of the 
Chamber of Meck/emburg, in Order to proceed to a juft 
Liquidation, and to give fufficient Security for the Pays 
ment ratione refidui. , 

That thereupon, his Imperial Majefty expects an An- 
fwer dire&tly from the King of Great Britain, as Eleftor 
of Brunfwick-Lunenburg, and the Duke of Brunfwick- 
Lunenburz-Wolfembuttel : And that in Cafe of Refufal, 
contrary to all Expectation, his Imperial Majefty can- 
not help taking other Meafures, agreeably to the Con- 
ftitutions of the Empire, &c. 





Hereupon the King of Great Britain, and the Duke 
of Wolfembuttel, wrote a joint Anfwer to the Emperor, 
and each of them feparately fent a Copy of it enclos’d 
in a Letter to the King of Prujia ; in which Letter 
they acquainted his Majeity with the Reafons why they 
could net comply with. the Imperial Refcript, and de- 
fir’d that Prince to come into their Meafures, to fup- 
port the Rights and Liberties of the States of the Em- 


pire. 








| 
| 
‘ 
; 


